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Unlocking the Drama: A Raisin in the Sun Full Text – What It Means, Why It 
Matters, and How to Read It

When you search for “a raisin in the sun full text”, you’re not just looking for a script. You’re diving into a

landmark piece of American theatre that opened doors for Black playwrights, challenged societal norms, and

continues to resonate with audiences today. This article offers a comprehensive look at the play, its historical

context, the characters who bring it to life, and why the full text remains a vital resource for scholars, students, and

anyone interested in the power of storytelling.
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Historical Context and Authorship

Lorraine Hansberry wrote A Raisin in the Sunin 1959, a period marked by the burgeoning Civil Rights Movement.

At 21, she was already a voice for change, having studied at Columbia University and participated in the Harlem

Renaissance’s intellectual circles. The play’s title derives from a line in Langston Hughes’s poem “Harlem,” which

asks, “What happens to a dream deferred?” This line encapsulates the heart of Hansberry’s work: the tension

between aspiration and reality.

Hansberry’s own family history—her mother’s experience with racism and her father’s activism—shaped the

narrative’s authenticity. She was the first Black woman to have a play on Broadway, a milestone that underscores

the importance of studying the full text to understand her pioneering contribution to American drama.

Plot Overview

The story follows the Younger family as they navigate life in a cramped apartment in Chicago’s South Side. A

$10,000 insurance check, meant to pay for the family’s future, becomes the catalyst for conflict, hope, and

revelation. The narrative is divided into five acts, each revealing deeper layers of the family’s dreams and struggles.

Act One: The Dream Begins

Walter Lee Younger, the family’s breadwinner, plans to invest the insurance money in a liquor store. His wife, Ruth,

is skeptical, while their mother, Lena (Mama), dreams of buying a house. The family’s young son, Travis, is innocent

and unaware of the tensions that surround him.



Act Two: The House of Dreams

Mama’s insistence on buying a house in a predominantly white neighborhood sets the stage for conflict. Walter’s

business partner, Karl Lindner, offers the family a bribe to stay away from the new neighborhood, highlighting

systemic racism.

Act Three: The Cost of Compromise

Walter’s business venture fails, and the family faces financial ruin. Ruth’s pregnancy becomes a source of tension

as the family debates whether to keep the baby or adopt.

Act Four: The Breakthrough

Despite the setbacks, the family finds strength in each other. Walter’s decision to take responsibility and the family’s

collective decision to move into the new house demonstrate resilience.

Act Five: The New Dawn

The play concludes with a sense of hope and determination. The Younger family’s journey reflects the broader

African American experience during the mid-20th century.

Key Characters and Their Significance

•  Walter Lee Younger – The central figure whose ambition drives the plot. His struggle between self-doubt and 

determination embodies the broader theme of the American Dream.

•  Lena Younger (Mama) – The matriarch whose faith and love anchor the family. Her dream of a house 

symbolizes stability and progress.

•  Ruth Younger – Walter’s wife, who balances practicality and emotional support. She often acts as the family’s 

emotional mediator.

•  Travis Younger – The family’s youngest, representing innocence and the future generation.

•  Karl Lindner – The representative from the white neighborhood’s association. He personifies systemic racism 

and the obstacles to integration.

Core Themes and Symbolism

Understanding the full text is essential to grasp the depth of the following themes:

•  Dreams vs. Reality – The play constantly juxtaposes the Younger family’s aspirations with the harsh realities 

they face.

•  Identity and Self-Respect – Walter’s journey illustrates the struggle for personal dignity within a society that 

undervalues Black voices.

•  Family and Community – The Younger family’s unity demonstrates the importance of solidarity in overcoming 

adversity.

•  Race and Segregation – Lindner’s offer exposes the institutional barriers that Black families confront.

Production History and Critical Reception

Premiering on Broadway in 1959, A Raisin in the Sun received critical acclaim and earned Hansberry a Pulitzer 

Prize nomination. Its success paved the way for other Black playwrights, such as August Wilson and Edward 

Albee’s Threepenny Opera. The play has been revived numerous times, each production offering fresh

interpretations that keep the text relevant.

In 2021, a new stage adaptation incorporated multimedia elements, underscoring the play’s adaptability and the



enduring relevance of its themes.

How to Access the Full Text Safely

While the full text is a valuable educational resource, it is essential to respect copyright laws. Here are safe ways to

obtain the play:

1.  Library Access – Many university libraries provide digital or physical copies. Check your local library’s 

catalogue.

2.  Educational Platforms – Sites such as Shakespeare in the Schools or Open Library may offer the text for 

students.

3.  Purchasing the Book – Official editions from publishers like Penguin Classics are available for sale online.

4.  Legal Streaming Services – Some platforms stream the play with subtitles for educational purposes.

Always ensure that your source is legitimate to avoid infringing on copyright.

Study Questions and Discussion Prompts

•  How does Lorraine Hansberry use the character of Walter Lee Younger to critique the American Dream?

•  What role does Mama’s faith play in shaping the family’s decisions?

•  In what ways does the play reflect the historical context of the 1950s?

•  How does the character of Karl Lindner serve as a critique of systemic racism?

•  What is the significance of the title, and how does it relate to the narrative’s progression?

Why the Full Text Still Matters

Reading a raisin in the sun full textoffers more than a glimpse into a pivotal moment in American theatre; it

provides a lens through which to examine the ongoing struggle for equality, identity, and hope. The play’s

characters, themes, and narrative structure continue to inspire new generations, making the full text a living

document that transcends its era. Whether you’re a student, a theatre enthusiast, or simply curious about the

intersection of art and activism, exploring the play in its entirety will deepen your understanding of both the past

and the present.
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