GENERAL

a tale of three kings gene edwards

Published: September 3, 2026 | Index ID: #-

Introduction

In the vast landscape of Christian literature, certain works stand out for their vivid storytelling, deep theological
insight, and the way they weave together history, prophecy, and personal faith. One such work is Gene Edwards’ A
Tale of Three Kings. Though the book may not be as widely known as some of the classic biblical commentaries,
it has earned a devoted following among readers who appreciate Edwards’ unique blend of narrative flair and
rigorous biblical scholarship. This article explores the book’s background, its three central kings, the theological
themes it touches on, and why it continues to resonate with believers today.

Who Was Gene Edwards?

Gene Edwards (1941-2018) was an American preacher, author, and teacher whose ministry spanned several
decades and touched thousands of lives across the United States and beyond. Born in South Carolina, Edwards
began his ministry at a young age, eventually serving as a pastor in various churches while also traveling
extensively as a speaker.

What set Edwards apart was his commitment to “biblical realism”—a teaching style that sought to present Scripture
in its original historical and cultural context while encouraging believers to live out its principles in everyday life. He
authored more than 40 books, many of which focused on the Old Testament, prophecy, and the life of Jesus. His
writing is known for its clarity, depth, and a conversational tone that invites readers to engage with Scripture rather
than merely study it.

Edwards’ influence extends beyond the written word. His sermons, recorded sermons, and teaching seminars have
been used in churches, Bible colleges, and individual study groups worldwide. His emphasis on the “kingdom of
God” and the role of the believer as a “king’s subject” has left an indelible mark on contemporary Christian thought.

What Is A Tale of Three Kings?

Gene Edwards’ A Tale of Three Kingsis a narrative-driven exploration of three pivotal biblical figures, each
representing a different aspect of divine kingship and human leadership. The book is structured as a story that
unfolds in three parts, each part dedicated to one king. Edwards uses this framework to illustrate how the divine
plan of redemption is woven through the lives of these leaders, and how their choices echo into the present day.

Unlike a straightforward historical account, the book blends biblical exegesis with storytelling. Edwards invites
readers into the world of ancient Israel, the courts of Babylon, and the early Christian church, weaving in prophetic
insights and theological reflections. The result is a compelling narrative that feels both ancient and contemporary,
challenging readers to consider how the lessons of the past apply to their own faith journey.

The Three Kings: Their Stories and Significance

King David: The King Who Loved God

David, the shepherd-turned-king, is the first of the three kings Edwards examines. David’'s story is one of
transformation, faith, and the complexities of human leadership. He is celebrated for his heart for God, his



willingness to repent, and his role as the ancestor of Jesus Christ.

« Reign of Faith: David’s early life as a shepherd and his anointing by the prophet Samuel set the stage for a
reign that was deeply rooted in faith.

« Trials and Failures: The book does not shy away from David's sins—his affair with Bathsheba and the
orchestrated death of her husband, Uriah. These moments highlight the tension between divine grace and human
frailty.

e Legacy: David's psalms and his covenant with God underscore his lasting impact on the biblical narrative.

Edwards uses David’s life to illustrate the concept of a “king who loves God” as someone who, despite
imperfections, remains committed to God’s purposes.

King Nebuchadnezzar: The King Who Ruled by Himself

In contrast to David, Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, represents power, pride, and the dangers of self-
reliance. Edwards portrays Nebuchadnezzar as a ruler who believed his authority came solely from his own
strength, not from divine guidance.

¢ Conquest and Glory: Nebuchadnezzar’s military campaigns, including the destruction of Jerusalem and the
exile of the Israelites, are highlighted as acts of might and ambition.

e Arrogance: His famous dream—interpreted by Daniel—serves as a cautionary tale about the hubris of earthly
kings.

» Transformation: The book also discusses Nebuchadnezzar’s eventual humility, a moment of repentance that
underscores the possibility of redemption even for the most arrogant rulers.

Through Nebuchadnezzar's story, Edwards encourages readers to examine how pride and self-reliance can lead to
spiritual downfall.

King Peter: The King Who Became a Servant

Edwards’ third king is Peter—one of Jesus’ apostles who later became a foundational leader in the early church.
Though not a monarch in the traditional sense, Peter's role as a “king” is metaphorical, reflecting his authority
among the disciples and his eventual position as a shepherd of the early Christian community.

* From Denial to Leadership: Peter’'s denial of Jesus, followed by his restoration, illustrates the transformative
power of grace.

* Preaching and Ministry: Edwards highlights Peter's sermons in Acts, particularly his proclamation on
Pentecost, to showcase the power of divine authority when exercised in service.

e Legacy: Peter’s letters and his martyrdom demonstrate the enduring influence of a servant king.

By presenting Peter as a king who chose service over sovereignty, Edwards offers a model of humble leadership
that resonates with contemporary Christian leaders.

Key Theological Themes

Divine Kingship vs. Human Kingship

One of the central theological debates Edwards engages with is the distinction between God’s ultimate sovereignty
and the limited authority of human rulers. He argues that while God is the true king, human leaders are instruments
of His will. This theme is woven through each king’s narrative, inviting readers to reflect on how divine purposes
unfold through human actions.

The Role of Repentance



Repentance is a recurring motif in the book. David’s confession, Nebuchadnezzar’'s humility, and Peter’s restoration
all demonstrate that genuine repentance can lead to spiritual renewal and a closer alignment with God’s will.
Edwards uses these stories to emphasize that repentance is not merely a moral act but a transformative encounter
with the divine.

The Kingdom of God in Everyday Life

Edwards’ writing often focuses on how the kingdom of God is not a distant, abstract concept but a present reality
that believers must actively pursue. He encourages readers to live as “kingdom citizens,” aligning their daily actions
with God'’s values, much like the kings he portrays.

Why A Tale of Three Kings Matters Today

In an era where leadership is often measured by success, wealth, and influence, Gene Edwards’ book offers a
counter-narrative. By showcasing the lives of three distinct kings—one of faith, one of pride, and one of service—
readers are invited to evaluate their own leadership style and spiritual priorities.

Additionally, the book’s integration of prophecy and biblical history provides a fresh lens for contemporary believers
to understand the unfolding of Scripture. Whether one is a seasoned theologian or a casual reader, the narrative
offers insights that are both intellectually stimulating and spiritually nourishing.

How to Read and Study the Book

1. Start with Context: Before diving into the narrative, it helps to read the relevant biblical passages—1 Samuel
for David, Daniel for Nebuchadnezzar, and Acts for Peter—to ground your understanding.

2. Take Notes: Edwards’ book is rich with theological commentary. Highlight key points and jot down questions
that arise.

3. Reflect on Application: After each section, pause to consider how the king’s story applies to your own life or
leadership role.

4. Discuss in Groups: Sharing insights with a study group can deepen understanding and encourage
accountability.

5. Reuvisit Key Passages: The book’s most powerful moments often repeat throughout, reinforcing the central
themes.

Reception and Influence

Since its publication, A Tale of Three Kingshas received praise from a variety of Christian circles. Many readers
commend Edwards’ ability to make ancient stories relevant to modern life. Reviewers highlight the book’s balance
of scholarly depth and accessible storytelling.

In addition to individual readers, the book has been used in seminary courses and church study programs. Its
emphasis on the intersection of prophecy and history has also found resonance in prophetic ministries and biblical
counseling practices.

Conclusion

Gene Edwards’ A Tale of Three Kingsis more than a historical account; it is a theological journey that invites
readers to examine the nature of leadership, the power of repentance, and the reality of the kingdom of God in
everyday life. By weaving together the stories of David, Nebuchadnezzar, and Peter, Edwards paints a vivid picture
of how divine purposes are fulfilled through both faith and humility.



For anyone seeking a deeper understanding of biblical kingship and its relevance for contemporary Christian living,
this book offers a compelling, well crafted narrative that will stay with you long after you turn the final page. Whether
you are a seasoned scholar or a curious newcomer, A Tale of Three Kingspromises to enrich your faith and inspire
you to live as a true king's subject in a world that often values power over purpose.
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