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Acura TL Service Due Soon B1: What It Means and How to Handle It

When you own an Acura TL, you expect a blend of performance, comfort, and reliability. Like any vehicle, the TL’s

longevity hinges on regular maintenance. If the instrument cluster lights up a “Service Due Soon B1” warning, it’s a

clear signal that your car needs attention. This article dives deep into the meaning of that alert, the steps you

should take, and how to keep your Acura TL running smoothly for years to come.

Understanding the “Service Due Soon B1” Indicator

The “Service Due Soon B1” message is not a diagnostic trouble code (DTC) but an in �vehicle service reminder.

Acura’s onboard computer monitors a range of parameters—oil life, transmission fluid, brake wear, and more.

When one of these items reaches its threshold, the system flags a service due alert. The “B1” designation typically

refers to the first service cycle after a major overhaul, such as an engine rebuild, transmission service, or a major

repair that resets the service interval.

Key points to remember:

•  Not a fault code: It does not indicate a malfunction, only a maintenance interval that has been reached.

•  Triggered by mileage or time: Depending on the component, the service due can be mileage �based (e.g., 

30,000 miles) or time �based (e.g., every 12 months).

•  Resettable: After completing the recommended service, you can reset the indicator via the vehicle’s menu or 

a diagnostic scan tool.

Why Timely Service Matters for Your Acura TL

Regular maintenance extends the life of critical systems and protects you from costly repairs. For the Acura TL, the

most common maintenance items tied to the B1 service alert include:

1.  Engine oil and filter replacement

2.  Transmission fluid change (automatic or manual)

3.  Brake fluid replacement

4.  Coolant flush and refill

5.  Timing belt or chain inspection (if applicable)

6.  Air filter and cabin filter replacement

7.  Spark plug replacement (if your model uses them)

Neglecting these tasks can lead to:

•  Reduced fuel efficiency

•  Increased wear on moving parts

•  Potential engine or transmission damage

•  Higher insurance premiums due to elevated risk

•  Lower resale value

Diagnosing the Service Due B1 Alert

Before heading to a shop, you can perform a quick diagnostic to determine which component triggered the alert.



This helps you focus your maintenance efforts and can save time and money.

Step 1: Check the Service History Log

Many Acura TL models feature a service history display that lists upcoming or overdue items. Navigate the menu

using the steering wheel controls or infotainment system. Look for entries such as “Oil Change,” “Transmission

Service,” or “Brake Fluid.” If the log shows “Due” for a specific item, that’s your primary candidate.

Step 2: Inspect Oil Level and Condition

Even if the oil is topped off, the oil’s condition may have deteriorated:

1.  Park the car on a level surface.

2.  Turn off the engine and wait 5–10 minutes for the oil to settle.

3.  Pull the dipstick, wipe it clean, reinsert, and pull out again.

4.  Check the oil’s depth and color. Dark, gritty oil indicates the need for a change.

Step 3: Look at the Transmission Fluid

Automatic transmissions require fluid changes every 30,000–60,000 miles depending on driving habits. Use the

dipstick (or a dedicated transmission fluid gauge) to assess level and color. A reddish, clean fluid is good; brown or

burnt smells signal a need for replacement.

Step 4: Examine Brake Fluid and Pads

Brake fluid absorbs moisture over time, reducing braking efficiency. Use the brake fluid reservoir to check level and

clarity. Also, inspect the brake pads for wear—if they’re less than 3 /mm thick, replacement is necessary.

Step 5: Review Coolant Level and Temperature Sensor

Coolant protects the engine from overheating. A low or old coolant level can trigger a service alert. Check the

reservoir and look for signs of contamination or a burnt smell. Additionally, the coolant temperature sensor may

malfunction, prompting a warning.

What to Expect at the Service Center

When you bring your Acura TL to a reputable service center, the technician will typically perform a comprehensive

inspection. Below is a rundown of the common checks and replacements associated with a B1 service alert:

Engine Oil and Filter Replacement

Using the correct oil grade (often 0W �20 or 5W �30 for newer TLs), the technician will drain the old oil, replace the

filter, and refill to the specified level.

Transmission Fluid Change

For automatic TLs, the service center will drain the old fluid, replace the filter (if applicable), and refill with the

manufacturer �recommended fluid.

Brake Fluid Flush

Brake fluid is replaced to ensure optimal braking performance and to prevent corrosion inside the brake system.

Coolant Flush and Refill

The cooling system is flushed to remove rust, scale, and old coolant, then refilled with fresh coolant mixture.

Air and Cabin Filter Replacement

Filters are swapped to maintain air quality and engine performance.



Spark Plug Replacement (if applicable)

For gasoline models, spark plugs are replaced to maintain combustion efficiency.

Timing Belt or Chain Inspection

If your TL model uses a timing belt, it will be inspected for wear and replaced if necessary. Most newer models use

a timing chain, which typically requires only a visual check.

How to Reset the Service Indicator

After the service is complete, you need to reset the “Service Due Soon B1” warning to avoid repeated alerts. There

are two common methods:

Method 1: Using the Vehicle’s Menu

1.  Turn the ignition to the “ON” position without starting the engine.

2.  Navigate to the “Maintenance” or “Service” menu using the steering wheel controls.

3.  Select the “Reset Service” option and follow on �screen prompts.

4.  Confirm the reset and turn off the ignition.

Method 2: Using an OBD �II Scan Tool

1.  Connect the scan tool to the vehicle’s OBD �II port (located under the dash).

2.  Access the “Vehicle Information” or “Maintenance” section.

3.  Choose “Reset Service Interval” or a similar option.

4.  Confirm the reset and disconnect the tool.

Preventing Future Service Alerts

While a B1 service alert is a routine reminder, you can adopt practices that minimize the frequency of alerts and

keep your Acura TL in top condition.

Maintain a Logbook

Track all service dates, mileage, and parts replaced. Many owners use a simple spreadsheet or a dedicated vehicle

maintenance app. This record helps you anticipate upcoming service intervals.

Follow Manufacturer’s Recommendations

Acura’s owner’s manual outlines specific service intervals. Stick to the recommended mileage or time frames rather

than relying solely on the on �board alert.

Use Quality Parts and Fluids

Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) fluids and parts are engineered for your TL’s specifications. While

aftermarket options may be cheaper, they can sometimes fail to meet the same performance standards.

Drive Wisely

Frequent short trips, aggressive acceleration, or driving in extreme temperatures can accelerate wear. Smooth,

steady driving reduces stress on the engine and transmission.

Check for Recalls or Technical Service Bulletins (TSBs)

Occasionally, Acura issues TSBs that address common maintenance issues. Checking the National Highway Traffic

Safety Administration (NHTSA) database or contacting your dealer ensures you’re up to date.



Common Causes Behind a B1 Service Alert on the Acura TL

While the B1 alert can be triggered by any of the routine maintenance items, certain issues are more frequent

among TL owners:

Oil Life Monitoring System

The TL’s oil life monitor uses engine temperature, load, and operating time to calculate oil degradation. If the

system deems the oil life below a threshold, it will trigger the B1 alert even if the oil appears normal.

Transmission Fluid Degradation

Transmission fluid can lose its lubricating properties over time, especially if the car is used in stop �and �go traffic. A

deteriorated fluid may prompt the system to flag a service due.

Brake Fluid Contamination

Brake fluid’s hygroscopic nature means it absorbs moisture. Over time, this moisture can reduce braking

performance and cause corrosion, leading to a B1 warning.

Coolant System Issues

Leaking or contaminated coolant can trigger temperature sensor warnings, which in turn can prompt a service due

alert.

DIY Maintenance Tips for Acura TL Owners

Some maintenance tasks are simple enough for a confident DIYer. Below are steps you can safely perform at home:

Oil and Filter Change

1.  Gather the correct oil grade and filter.

2.  Locate the oil drain plug under the engine and place a drain pan beneath.

3.  Remove the drain plug, allow the oil to drain, then replace the plug.

4.  Replace the filter, refill with fresh oil, and check for leaks.

Brake Fluid Replacement

1.  Remove the old fluid by draining the reservoir.

2.  Flush the reservoir with fresh fluid, ensuring no contamination.

3.  Re �fill to the “MAX” line and secure the cap.

Coolant Flush

1.  Open the radiator cap and allow the coolant to drain into a container.

2.  Re �fill with a 50/50 mix of coolant and distilled water.

3.  Run the engine to circulate the new coolant, then repeat the flush until clear.

Air Filter Replacement

1.  Locate the air filter housing, usually behind the engine compartment.

2.  Remove the housing, take out the old filter, and replace it with a new one.
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