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Mastering the Camping Merit Badge Pamphlet: A Complete Guide for Scouts 
and Leaders

When a Boy Scout or Girl Scout sets their sights on the coveted camping merit badge, the journey begins with a 

clear understanding of the requirements, a well �structured plan, and a polished camping merit badge pamphlet.

This pamphlet is more than a formality; it’s a showcase of the scout’s learning, a demonstration of their mastery of

camping fundamentals, and a tool that keeps the entire process organized for both the scout and the adult leader.

In this guide, we’ll walk through every step—from the basics of the badge to crafting a professional pamphlet that

stands out. Whether you’re a seasoned scout, a new leader, or someone preparing a scout for the badge, this

article will give you the knowledge and confidence to succeed.

What Is the Camping Merit Badge?

The camping merit badgeis one of the core outdoor badges offered by the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). It tests

a scout’s ability to plan, prepare, and conduct a camping trip safely and responsibly. The badge covers a wide

range of skills, including:

•  Planning and organizing a trip

•  Setting up a camp, including choosing a site and building a shelter

•  Fire building and safety

•  Food preparation and camp cooking

•  First aid and wilderness survival basics

•  Leave No Trace principles

•  Outdoor etiquette and teamwork

To earn the badge, scouts must complete a minimum of 15 hours of supervised camping activities, demonstrate 

proficiency in the required skills, and submit a comprehensive camping merit badge pamphletthat documents

their experience and learning.

Why a Pamphlet Is Essential

In the BSA merit badge system, the pamphlet serves as the official record of a scout’s work. It provides:

•  A clear narrative of the scout’s learning journey

•  Evidence of skill mastery through photographs, maps, and written reflections

•  Proof of completion of the required hours and activities

•  An organized, professional presentation that makes it easy for the reviewing officer to assess the scout’s 

performance

Without a well �crafted pamphlet, even the most competent scout risks missing the badge or having their work 

undervalued. Therefore, mastering the art of creating a camping merit badge pamphletis a critical part of the

badge process.

Step-by-Step Guide to Creating a Winning Pamphlet



Below is a detailed, step �by �step framework for building a camping merit badge pamphletthat meets BSA

standards while showcasing the scout’s enthusiasm and dedication.

1. Understand the Badge Requirements

Before you start drafting, review the official Camping Merit Badge Requirementshandout from the BSA. Pay

special attention to:

•  Minimum hours of supervised camping (15 hours)

•  Specific skill checkpoints (e.g., building a lean-to, cooking a camp meal)

•  Documentation guidelines (photos, maps, written entries)

•  Submission format (print or digital)

Mark each requirement on a checklist to ensure nothing is overlooked.

2. Plan Your Camping Activities

Work with your scout leader or troop to schedule a series of camping trips that cover all required skills. A balanced

schedule might look like this:

1.  Day 1: Trip planning, site selection, and safety briefing.

2.  Day 2: Shelter construction (lean-to or tent setup) and fire building.

3.  Day 3: Food preparation and cooking skills.

4.  Day 4: Wilderness first aid drills and Leave No Trace practice.

5.  Day 5: Reflection and team-building exercises.

Record each activity in a logbook, noting the date, location, participants, and time spent.

3. Capture Evidence

Evidence is the backbone of your pamphlet. Use a combination of:

•  Photographs: Show the scout building a shelter, cooking a meal, and practicing first aid.

•  Maps: Include a simple map of the campsite with key features marked.

•  Diagrams: Sketch the fire building technique or shelter design.

•  Written Reflections: Have the scout write short paragraphs about what they learned each day.

•  Certificates or Awards: Attach any certificates earned during the trip, such as a first aid certificate.

Label each piece of evidence clearly and keep the file organized.

4. Draft the Pamphlet Structure

A clear, logical structure helps reviewers navigate your content quickly. A typical layout might include:

•  Front Cover – Badge title, scout’s name, and a photo.

•  Table of Contents – List sections with page numbers.

•  Introduction – Brief overview of the badge and its importance.

•  Activity Log – Chronological record of each camping session.

•  Skill Demonstrations – Detailed descriptions of each required skill, accompanied by evidence.

•  Reflections – Scout’s personal insights and learning outcomes.

•  Conclusion – Summary of the badge journey.

•  Appendices – Maps, diagrams, and any additional documentation.

Use headings and subheadings to keep the content organized.

5. Write Compelling Content



While the pamphlet is a formal document, it should still read engagingly. Use clear, concise language and avoid

overly technical jargon. Here are some tips:

•  Start with a hook: “As a scout, I have always loved the great outdoors, and the camping merit badge is the 

perfect way to turn that passion into skill.”

•  Use active voice: “I built a lean-to shelter using cedar poles and canvas tarp.”

•  Include anecdotes: “When the wind picked up during our fire-building exercise, I realized how crucial proper 

fire safety is.”

•  Highlight teamwork: “Working with my troop, we practiced Leave No Trace principles to ensure the campsite 

remained pristine.”

6. Design the Pamphlet

Presentation matters. A well �designed pamphlet reflects professionalism and attention to detail. Here’s how to

design it:

•  Consistent Fonts – Use easy �to �read fonts like Arial or Times New Roman, size 12 for body text, and larger 

sizes for headings.

•  Margins and Spacing – Keep 1-inch margins and 1.5 line spacing for readability.

•  Images and Graphics – Insert high �resolution photos and diagrams. Resize them to fit the page without 

distortion.

•  Page Numbers – Add page numbers in the footer for easy navigation.

•  Color Scheme – Use muted earth tones (greens, browns) to complement the camping theme.

•  Binding – Print the pamphlet on standard paper, fold it into a tri-fold brochure, or bind it using a simple stapler 

or spiral binding.

7. Review and Edit

Before submission, have at least two people review the pamphlet:

•  Scout’s peer or another troop member for accuracy.

•  Scout leader or mentor for compliance with BSA guidelines.

Check for:

•  Spelling and grammar errors.

•  Consistency in formatting.

•  Completeness of evidence.

•  Adherence to the required word count (typically 500–800 words).

8. Submit the Pamphlet

Most councils allow both print and digital submissions. For a digital submission, convert the pamphlet to PDF to

preserve formatting. Include a cover sheet with the scout’s name, badge title, and contact information. If submitting

by mail, use a sturdy envelope and consider a tracking service for peace of mind.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced scouts can fall into pitfalls when preparing their camping merit badge pamphlet. Here are

some common errors and how to avoid them:

•  Incomplete Evidence – Always double �check that every skill has accompanying photos or documentation.

•  Missing Hours – Keep a running log; don’t wait until the end to tally hours.

•  Poor Organization – Use a clear table of contents and consistent headings.



•  Overly Technical Language – Remember your audience may not be experts; keep explanations simple.

•  Late Submission – Set deadlines for each section of the pamphlet to ensure timely completion.

Sample Outline for a Camping Merit Badge Pamphlet

Below is a concise outline you can adapt for your own pamphlet. Feel free to adjust sections based on your

experience and the specific requirements of your council.

1.  Front Cover – Badge title, scout’s name, and a photo.

2.  Table of Contents – Page numbers.

3.  Introduction – 1–2 paragraphs on the badge’s significance.

4.  Activity Log – Chronological table of trips.

5.  Skill Demonstrations

Camp Site Selection (photo + description)

6.  Fire Building (diagram + safety notes)

7.  Shelter Construction (photos + materials list)

8.  Food Preparation (recipe + photos)

9.  First Aid (scenario + response)

10.  Leave No Trace (principles + application)

Resources for Further Learning

To deepen your understanding of camping skills and the merit badge process, consult these reputable sources:

•  BSA Merit Badge Handbook – Official guide with detailed requirements.

•  National Park Service “Leave No Trace” website – Practical tips for responsible camping.

•  Scout’s Handbook – General scouting principles and outdoor safety.

•  Outdoor Survival Books – e.g., “The SAS Survival Handbook” for advanced techniques.

•  Local Boy Scout Councils – Often host workshops and skill �building sessions.

Conclusion

Crafting a camping merit badge pamphletis more than a bureaucratic task; it’s an opportunity for scouts to reflect

on their growth, showcase their skills, and demonstrate their commitment to outdoor stewardship. By following the

structured approach outlined above—understanding the requirements, planning activities, collecting evidence,

writing engaging content, designing a professional layout, and reviewing meticulously—you’ll
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