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Introduction

When the iconic line “The Devil went down to Georgia” first echoed through the airwaves in 1974, it captured the 

imagination of listeners worldwide. The song’s infectious blend of country twang and electric guitar virtuosity 

created a cultural touchstone that still resonates today. Yet, while most people remember the soaring guitar solos 

and the spirited battle between the Devil and Johnny, fewer have explored how this classic can be brought to life on 

the viola. This article dives deep into the world of devil went down to georgia viola sheet music, offering a

comprehensive guide for musicians, arrangers, and enthusiasts eager to explore this unique adaptation.

Why the Viola? A Brief Musical Perspective

The viola, often positioned between the violin and cello in the string family, brings a warm, resonant middle register

that can add depth to any arrangement. Its range—typically from C3 to E6—makes it an ideal instrument for

interpreting the melodic lines of “The Devil Went Down to Georgia.” While the original track relies heavily on electric

guitar, the viola’s expressive capabilities allow for nuanced phrasing, lyrical solos, and a fresh take on the song’s

narrative.

Key Characteristics of the Viola

•  Warm, Rich Tone: The viola’s darker timbre complements the song’s storytelling mood.

•  Extended Range: The instrument can comfortably cover both the lower and higher parts of the original melody.

•  Versatility in Dynamics: From delicate pizzicato to bold, sustained notes, the viola can adapt to various 

sections of the track.

The Original: A Snapshot of “Devil Went Down to Georgia”

Before exploring the viola arrangement, it’s essential to understand the source material. The song was penned by 

the Charlie Daniels Band’s founding members, Charlie Daniels and Taz DiGregorio, and released on their 1974 

album The Devil Went Down to Georgia.It tells the tale of Johnny, a young fiddler, who challenges the Devil to a

music duel. The track is known for its rapid-fire guitar licks, driving rhythm, and the famous “seven chords” that

make up the iconic solo.

Musical Structure

1.  Intro: 12-bar blues in G major.

2.  Verse: Narrative verses with a steady rhythm section.

3.  Guitar Solo: The signature seven-chord progression.

4.  Bridge: A brief pause before the final showdown.

5.  Outro: A triumphant finish with the Devil’s retreat.

Translating this structure to the viola involves rethinking the melodic lines and rhythmic patterns to suit the

instrument’s capabilities while preserving the song’s energetic essence.

Finding the Right Sheet Music



For musicians seeking to play “devil went down to georgia” on the viola, the first step is locating reliable sheet

music. Below are several avenues to explore:

1. Commercial Publishers

Major publishers such as Hal Leonard and Alfred Musicoften offer transcriptions of popular songs. While a

dedicated viola version may not be available, you can purchase the original score and create your own

arrangement.

2. Online Sheet Music Platforms

Websites like Sheet Music Plus and MusicNotes.comhost a variety of arrangements. Search for “Devil Went Down

to Georgia viola” or “Devil Went Down to Georgia transcription.” These platforms frequently provide downloadable

PDFs that are ready for print.

3. Community-Contributed Arrangements

Platforms such as MuseScore and ScoreExchangehost user-generated scores. Many talented musicians share

their transcriptions, often free of charge. These can serve as a solid foundation or inspiration for your own

adaptation.

4. DIY Transcription

For those who prefer a hands-on approach, transcribing the song yourself can be an enriching exercise. Use a

recording of the track, slow down the tempo, and transcribe the main melodic lines. This method ensures the

arrangement reflects your personal interpretation and style.

Transposing and Adapting the Song for Viola

Transcribing a guitar-centric track to the viola requires thoughtful adjustments. Below are key considerations and

practical steps to guide you through the process.

1. Key Selection

The original song is in G major. However, the viola’s natural range and the need for comfortable fingerings may

prompt a key change. Transposing to A major or D major can make the piece more accessible. Use a capo-like

approach on the viola by shifting the entire arrangement up or down by a whole step.

2. Handling the Seven Chords

The iconic solo comprises a sequence of seven chords. While the viola cannot play chords per se, you can mimic

the harmonic progression by playing arpeggios or broken chords. Alternatively, use pizzicato to emphasize the

rhythmic feel of the chords.

3. Rhythm and Articulation

Maintain the driving swing of the original track. Use a combination of legato, spiccato, and pizzicato to reflect the

song’s dynamic contrasts. For the “battle” sections, emphasize staccato and accented notes to convey tension.

4. Incorporating Harmonics and Vibrato

To emulate the electric guitar’s sustain and expressiveness, incorporate natural harmonics and controlled vibrato.

This technique will give the viola a more electric feel, bridging the gap between the original and your arrangement.

Step-by-Step Guide: Arranging “Devil Went Down to Georgia” for Viola



Below is a detailed walkthrough of how to create a polished viola arrangement from scratch.

Step 1: Familiarize Yourself with the Original

Listen to the track multiple times. Pay special attention to the melodic contour, rhythmic patterns, and the emotional

arc of the song. Note any recurring motifs and the overall structure.

Step 2: Choose Your Key

Decide whether to keep the original key of G major or transpose to a more comfortable key for the viola. Write

down the new key signature and adjust all notes accordingly.

Step 3: Draft the Melody

Transcribe the main vocal line and the guitar solo into a single line suitable for the viola. Use standard notation

software such as Sibelius, Finale, or MuseScore to input the notes. Keep the melody within the viola’s comfortable

range, avoiding extreme high or low passages.

Step 4: Add Harmonic Support

Since the viola can’t play full chords, consider adding a second viola or a cello to provide harmonic depth.

Alternatively, use pizzicato to suggest chordal textures. For a solo piece, you can layer arpeggios underneath the

melody.

Step 5: Incorporate Dynamics and Articulation

Mark dynamic markings (p, mp, f, ff) and articulations (staccato, legato, spiccato) throughout the score. These cues

will guide performers in delivering the intended emotional impact.

Step 6: Refine the Rhythm

Ensure the rhythmic values accurately reflect the song’s groove. Use a metronome or a drum loop to keep the

tempo consistent. Add accents where necessary to emphasize the “battle” feel.

Step 7: Perform a Test Run

Play through the arrangement yourself or with a colleague. Take note of any awkward passages or passages that

sound out of place. Adjust as needed.

Step 8: Finalize the Score

Proofread the sheet music for errors, add any missing markings, and export the final version as a PDF. If you plan

to distribute the arrangement, consider adding a copyright notice or license information.

Tips for Performing the Arrangement

Playing a transcribed version of “Devil Went Down to Georgia” on the viola offers a unique challenge. Here are

some performance tips to bring the piece to life.

1. Warm-Up Properly

Given the technical demands of the solo sections, start with scales and arpeggios in the key of your arrangement.

This will prepare your fingers and ears for the rapid passages.

2. Focus on Phrasing

The song’s narrative structure relies on clear phrasing. Use breath marks and dynamic shifts to delineate verses,

solos, and the final showdown.



3. Embrace the “Battle” Spirit

During the solo sections, channel the competitive energy between Johnny and the Devil. Use strong, confident

bowing and precise articulation to convey this rivalry.

4. Use Vibrato Wisely

Vibrato can add warmth but should not overpower the melodic line. Apply it to sustain notes or to emphasize

emotional peaks.

5. Record and Review

Record your performance and listen critically. Pay attention to timing, intonation, and overall cohesion. Use this

feedback to refine your technique.

Educational Resources for Viola Players

Expanding your repertoire with contemporary songs like “Devil Went Down to Georgia” can be both fun and

educational. Below are resources that can help you master the arrangement.

1. Online Courses

•  Udemy: Offers courses on advanced viola techniques.

•  MasterClass: Features lessons from renowned string players.

•  Coursera: Provides music theory and arrangement courses.

2. YouTube Tutorials

Many professional violists share step-by-step tutorials on YouTube. Search for “viola arrangement tutorial” or “viola

solo technique” to find relevant videos.

3. Music Theory Books

•  “The Art of Violin Playing” by Joseph Szigeti – Though focused on violin, many concepts translate to viola.

•  “Music Theory for Strings” by John Smith – A practical guide to harmony and arrangement.

Performance Opportunities

Showcasing your viola arrangement of “Devil Went Down to Georgia” can open doors to various performance

settings.

1. Local Concerts and Recitals

Many community orchestras welcome unique arrangements. Offer to perform the piece as a solo or in a chamber

group.

2. Online Platforms

Upload your performance to platforms like SoundCloud, YouTube, or Bandcamp. These channels can reach a

global audience and attract potential collaborations.

3. Competitions and Festivals

Music festivals often feature contemporary works. Submit your arrangement to competitions that encourage new

interpretations of classic songs.

Copyright Considerations



When arranging and performing “Devil Went Down to Georgia,” it’s important to respect copyright laws. The original

song is still under copyright protection. Here’s what you need to know:

1. Performance Rights

Public performances—whether live or recorded—require a license from the performing rights organization (PRO)

that represents the song’s publisher. In the United States, this is typically ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC.

2. Mechanical Licenses

If you plan to distribute recordings of your arrangement (e.g., selling CDs or digital downloads), you’ll need a

mechanical license from the
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