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Good Luck Symbols From Around the World: A Global Journey of Fortune 
and Tradition

Throughout history, cultures across the globe have turned to symbols, charms, and talismans to attract good

fortune, ward off misfortune, and express hope. From the tiny hand of a Japanese lucky cat to the vibrant red

envelopes of Chinese New Year, these symbols carry stories, rituals, and deep meanings that transcend borders. In

this article we explore the most celebrated good luck symbols from around the world, delving into their origins,

cultural significance, and modern usage. Whether you’re a traveler, a cultural enthusiast, or simply curious about

the ways people seek luck, this guide offers a comprehensive look at the symbols that have shaped human belief

for centuries.

1. Asia: The Heartbeat of Ancient Wisdom

1.1 The Maneki �neko of Japan

Often seen in shops, restaurants, and homes, the Maneki �neko— or “beckoning cat” — is a ceramic figurine that

lifts one paw in a welcoming gesture. The raised paw is believed to summon prosperity, success, and good fortune.

In Japan, the cat’s pose is associated with the legend of a stray cat that saved a samurai by beckoning him to a

safe spot during a battle. Today, the Maneki �neko comes in various colors: white for purity, black for protection, gold

for wealth, and red for luck.

1.2 The Feng Shui Bagua Fan of China

In Chinese culture, the Bagua fanis a symbol of balance and harmony. It is often used in Feng Shui practices to

channel positive energy (qi) into a space. The fan’s eight trigrams represent the fundamental principles of nature,

and its opening and closing motion is said to invite good luck while dispersing negative vibes. Many Chinese

families display a Bagua fan in the entrance of their homes, especially during the Lunar New Year.

1.3 The Hamsa Hand of the Middle East

The Hamsa— also known as the Hand of Fatima or Hand of Miriam — is a palm-shaped amulet popular across

North Africa, the Middle East, and parts of South Asia. Its open fingers symbolize protection and ward off the evil

eye. Traditionally, the Hamsa is painted in blue or green and often adorned with intricate patterns. In many cultures,

it is used as a decorative motif in jewelry, home décor, and even tattoos.

1.4 The Koi Fish of Japan and Korea

Beyond the cat, the koi fishis another emblem of perseverance and good fortune in East Asian cultures. The koi’s

ability to swim upstream against strong currents makes it a symbol of strength, resilience, and ambition. In Japan,

koi ponds are often featured in gardens to inspire patience and determination, while in Korea, the koi is associated

with the concept of “soul” and is believed to bring good luck to those who view it.

1.5 The Om Symbol of India

Originating from ancient Sanskrit, the Omis considered the primordial sound of the universe. Its swirling lines are

seen as a representation of the cosmos, life, and the divine. In India, Om is often inscribed on jewelry, household



items, and even on the walls of temples. It is used in meditation to promote inner peace and attract spiritual

prosperity. Many believe that chanting or displaying Om can cleanse negative energy and bring good fortune.

2. Europe: Ancient Traditions in Modern Times

2.1 The Horseshoe of Western Europe

One of the most recognizable symbols of luck in Europe is the horseshoe. Historically, it was believed that the iron

horseshoe could protect against evil spirits. The shape of the horseshoe, when hung with the open part facing

upwards, is thought to trap good luck. In many European countries, it is hung above doorways, on walls, or even

carried as a charm.

2.2 The Four �Leaf Clover of Ireland

In Irish folklore, the four �leaf cloveris a rare variation of the common three �leaf clover. Each leaf is said to represent

faith, hope, love, and luck. Finding a four �leaf clover is considered a sign of good fortune, and it is often kept as a

talisman or displayed on a keychain. The clover’s association with the shamrock, a national symbol of Ireland,

further solidifies its status as a lucky charm.

2.3 The Laughing Buddha of China and Europe

Although of Chinese origin, the Laughing Buddhahas become a popular symbol of prosperity and good fortune

throughout Europe. The Buddha’s large belly is said to represent abundance, while his jovial expression brings joy

and happiness. Many European homes and businesses display a Laughing Buddha figurine to attract wealth and

positive energy.

2.4 The Celtic Knot of Ireland and Scotland

The intricate Celtic knotis a symbol of eternity, unity, and the interconnection of all things. In Celtic tradition, these

knots are often used to represent the continuity of life and the unending cycle of good fortune. They can be seen on

jewelry, wall hangings, and carved into wooden artifacts. The knot’s endless loop is believed to hold positive energy,

ensuring that luck is never lost.

3. Africa: Symbols of Protection and Prosperity

3.1 The Ndebele Shield of South Africa

The Ndebele shieldis not just a defensive weapon but also a cultural emblem of good fortune. The vibrant

geometric patterns painted on the shield are believed to ward off negative energy and attract positive vibes. In

Ndebele communities, the shield is often displayed in homes as a reminder of protection and resilience.

3.2 The Ankh of Ancient Egypt

Perhaps one of the most iconic symbols from Africa, the ankhis an ancient Egyptian hieroglyph that represents life

and eternal existence. The cross �shaped symbol is often associated with the gods and is believed to bring good

luck, protection, and prosperity. Today, ankh jewelry is popular worldwide and is worn as a talisman for positive

energy.

3.3 The Adinkra Symbols of Ghana

In Ghana, the Adinkra symbols are visual icons that convey philosophical concepts and cultural wisdom. Many of 

these symbols are associated with good fortune, such as the Gye Nyame (meaning “except for God”) and the 

Akoma Ntoso(meaning “the heart is a mirror”). These symbols are used in textiles, pottery, and architecture to

bring luck and protection to the community.



4. The Americas: Indigenous Wisdom and Modern Beliefs

4.1 The Dreamcatcher of the Ojibwe People

The dreamcatcheris a craft that originated with the Ojibwe people of North America. Its web �like structure is

believed to filter out bad dreams, allowing only good thoughts to pass through. Many families hang dreamcatchers

above beds or windows to promote restful sleep and attract positive energy.

4.2 The Inca Quipu of Peru

While not a traditional symbol of luck, the quipu— a system of knotted cords used by the Inca — is considered a

symbol of order and destiny. Each knot represents a number or a concept, and the quipu is believed to hold the

secrets of the cosmos. In modern times, the quipu is celebrated as a symbol of cultural heritage and is used as a

decorative motif to inspire curiosity and wonder.

4.3 The Mayan Calendar of Mexico

The Mayan calendaris a complex system that tracks cycles of time and cosmic events. It is often associated with

prophecy and destiny. Many Mayan communities believe that the calendar guides the flow of good fortune. In

contemporary Mexico, the calendar’s symbols are incorporated into art, jewelry, and clothing as a reminder of the

connection between time and luck.

4.4 The Feathered Serpent of the Aztec Empire

The Quetzalcoatl, or feathered serpent, is a deity associated with wind, learning, and renewal. In Aztec tradition,

Quetzalcoatl is also seen as a bringer of good fortune and prosperity. The feathered serpent’s imagery is used in

murals, carvings, and jewelry to attract positive energy and protection.

5. Oceania: Indigenous Symbols of Harmony and Fortune

5.1 The Koru of New Zealand

The koruis a spiral shape inspired by the new growth of a silver fern frond. In M��÷ i culture, it symbolizes new life,

growth, and peace. The koru is often incorporated into jewelry, carvings, and architectural designs to bring good

fortune and harmony to those who encounter it.

5.2 The Dreamtime Dreamcatcher of Australia

Similar to the North American version, the Australian dreamtime dreamcatcheris rooted in Aboriginal culture. It

serves as a protective charm that filters out negative thoughts and invites positive energy. Many Aboriginal

communities use the dreamcatcher as a decorative element in homes and ceremonies.

6. How to Use Good Luck Symbols in Your Daily Life

1.  Choose a symbol that resonates with you. Whether it’s a horseshoe, a four �leaf clover, or a Maneki �neko, 

select a symbol that aligns with your personal beliefs and values.

2.  Place it in a visible location. Hang it above your door, display it on your desk, or keep it on your bedside table 

to keep positive energy flowing.

3.  Combine symbols with intention. The power of a symbol is amplified when paired with a clear intention, such 

as gratitude, hope, or courage.

4.  Respect cultural origins. When using symbols from cultures that are not your own, approach them with 

respect and appreciation for their historical significance.

5.  Maintain and renew. Clean or replace your symbol regularly to keep its energy fresh and vibrant.



7. The Psychological Power Behind Luck Symbols

While many cultures attribute supernatural qualities to these symbols, modern psychology suggests that the power

of a lucky charm lies in its ability to boost confidence, reduce anxiety, and foster a sense of control. When you

believe in the protective or fortune �attracting properties of a symbol, you may experience a placebo effect that

encourages positive behavior and mindset. This psychological benefit is why many people continue to use lucky

symbols even in a secular context.

8. Conclusion: A World United by Symbols of Hope

From the ancient Ankh of Egypt to the modern Maneki �neko of Japan, good luck symbols from around the world

serve as bridges between past and present, faith and science, tradition and modernity. Each symbol carries a

unique story, a cultural heritage, and a promise of protection or prosperity. By
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