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Gotrek & Felix: The First Omnibus — A Definitive Collection for Fans and
Newcomers

Gotrek & Felix has become a cornerstone of the Warhammer 40,000 universe, blending grimdark fantasy with
heroic storytelling. For collectors and casual readers alike, the First Omnibus offers a comprehensive, high-quality
way to experience the earliest chapters of this iconic series. In this article, we’ll explore what makes this omnibus a
must have, dive into its contents, examine its artistic and narrative strengths, and give practical buying advice.
Whether you're a seasoned Warhammer aficionado or a newcomer curious about the saga, this guide will help you
understand why the Gotrek and Felix the First Omnibus is a standout release.

1.The Legacy of Gotrek & Felix

Created by writer John Jacob and artist William A. “Willy” R. McCarty, Gotrek & Felix debuted in 1999 within the
pages of the Warhammer 40,000 comic anthology Horus Rising. The series follows Gotrek Gurnisson, a dwarf
berserker who seeks glorious death, and Felix Jaeger, a human scribe who becomes his reluctant companion.
Their adventures span the grim, war torn landscapes of the Warhammer 40,000 setting, weaving together mythic
quests, dark humor, and brutal combat.

Over the years, the duo has tackled everything from the Blood Angels to the Eldar, all while navigating personal
growth and the relentless pursuit of death. The story’s blend of high stakes battles and poignant character moments
has earned it critical acclaim and a dedicated fanbase.

2.What Is an Omnibus?

An omnibus is a deluxe, oversized volume that compiles multiple issues of a comic series into one bound book.
These collections often feature high resolution artwork, original color pages, and additional content such as
sketches, concept art, and author notes. For Gotrek & Felix, the First Omnibusgathers the earliest adventures,
presenting them in a single, polished package.

Why Choose an Omnibus?

¢ Convenience: Read multiple stories in one go without hunting down individual issues.

« Value: Bulk purchasing often offers a lower price per page compared to single issues.

e Collector's Appeal: Omnibuses usually come with special bindings, larger format, and added extras that
enhance the reading experience.

e Preservation: High quality printing protects the artwork from wear and tear.

3.The First Omnibus — An Overview

Published by Black Library, the Gotrek and Felix the First Omnibus compiles the first 13 issues of the series,
spanning from Horus Rising#1 to #13. It's a 400 plus page tome that captures the essence of Gotrek’s early quests
and Felix’s growth from a scribe to a warrior’s right hand.

Key features include:



e Oversized Format: 8.5" x 11" pages allow for detailed art to shine.

High Resolution Printing: Full color pages reproduced with fidelity to the original print.

¢ Bonus Content: Behind the scenes sketches, author interviews, and a map of the first major quest.
Durable Binding: Cloth cover with a reinforced spine ensures longevity.

What Stories Are Covered?

1. Issue #1 —“The First Blood”

2. Issue #2 —“A Dwarf’s Quest”

3. Issue #3 — “The Siege of the Black Fortress”
4. Issue #4 — “Felix’s First Sword”

5. Issue #5 — “The Blood of the Emperor”

6. Issue #6 — “The Lost Relic”

7. Issue #7 —“The Dragon’s Lair”

8. Issue #8 — “The War of the Wyrms”

9. Issue #9 — “The Siege of the Dark Citadel”

10. Issue #10 — “The Final Battle”

11. Issue #11 — “Felix’'s Redemption”
12. Issue #12 — “The Dwarf’s Legacy”
13. Issue #13 — “A New Dawn”

Each narrative arc builds on the previous ones, culminating in a satisfying resolution that sets the stage for future
adventures.

4. Artistic Excellence

One of the biggest draws of the Gotrek and Felix the First Omnibusis its artwork. William A. McCarty’s dynamic
linework brings the grimdark world to life, while colorists add depth and atmosphere. The large format allows
readers to appreciate the fine details that might be lost in smaller printings.

Key Art Highlights

< Epic Battle Scenes: The siege of the Black Fortress showcases sweeping perspectives and intricate character
poses.

¢ Character Design: Gotrek’s massive warhammer and Felix’s scribe’s quill are rendered with meticulous
attention to texture.

» Environmental Detail: The dragon’s lair is a masterclass in atmospheric shading, evoking a sense of
claustrophobia and awe.

¢ Color Palette: The use of muted reds and grays underscores the grim tone, while occasional splashes of gold
highlight moments of triumph.

5. Narrative Depth

The first omnibus not only showcases visual storytelling but also deepens the characters’ motivations. Gotrek’s
relentless pursuit of death is juxtaposed with Felix's yearning for knowledge and redemption. Together, they
embody the tension between destiny and choice.

Character Development Milestones

¢ Gotrek’s Acceptance: Early issues establish his stoic acceptance of death, while later chapters hint at an
emerging curiosity about life’s meaning.
* Felix’s Transformation: From a timid scribe to a battle worn warrior, Felix’s arc is a study in resilience and



adaptation.
« Dynamic Interplay: Their banter and mutual respect add humor and heart to the narrative, making the story
accessible to new readers.

6. Behind the Scenes — Bonus Material

Beyond the main storyline, the omnibus includes exclusive extras that enrich the reading experience.

Author Interviews

John Jacob offers insights into the inspiration behind Gotrek’s character and the creative process of balancing
humor with grimdark themes. These interviews provide context that deepens readers’ appreciation of the story.

Concept Art and Sketches

Early sketches of Gotrek’s warhammer, Felix’s quill, and key locations give fans a glimpse into the evolution of the
visual design.

Maps and World Building

A detailed map of the Black Fortress and surrounding terrain helps readers visualize the scope of the battles and
understand the strategic choices made by the protagonists.

7.Why the First Omnibus Is a Must Buy

For collectors, the Gotrek and Felix the First Omnibusoffers a pristine, durable edition that preserves the original
art and narrative. New readers benefit from a comprehensive, self contained volume that introduces them to the
series without the need to track down individual issues.

Key Selling Points

e Complete Narrative: The omnibus covers the entire first arc, ensuring no story is missed.

e High Quality Presentation: The large format and durable binding make it a display piece for any comic
collection.

¢ Added Value: Bonus content provides a richer understanding of the creative process.

¢ Collector’'s Appeal: Limited print runs and special covers increase the book’s desirability.

8. How to Get Your Hands on the First Omnibus

Several avenues exist for acquiring this prized edition:

Official Channels

e Black Library Direct: The publisher’s online store often offers the omnibus at the lowest price, occasionally
with free shipping for UK and EU customers.

¢ Authorized Retailers: Major comic book stores and specialty shops typically stock the omnibus in both
physical and digital formats.

Secondary Market

e eBay and Amazon: Look for new or lightly used copies; always check seller ratings.

¢ Comic Book Conventions: Rare finds and signed editions can be purchased directly from vendors.
Digital Versions

For readers who prefer e readers, the digital edition is available on platforms such asComixology and Amazon
Kindle. While the digital format lacks the tactile feel of the physical book, it offers convenient portability.



9. Pricing and Value Comparison

Below is a quick snapshot of typical pricing for the Gotrek and Felix the First Omnibus across different formats:



Format Price Range (USD) Notes

Hardcover $35 - $45 Standard edition
Special Edition (signed) $55 - $70 Limited quantity
Digital $12 - $18 Instant download

Considering the comprehensive content and high production quality, the hardcover edition offers excellent value for
collectors. Digital versions are ideal for those who prioritize convenience.

10. Community Reception

Fans have praised the omnibus for its faithful reproduction of the original artwork and the seamless flow of
storytelling. Reviewers on platforms such as Goodreads and Comic Book Resources highlight the following:

e Art Appreciation: The large pages allow for detailed appreciation of the linework.
» Story Cohesion: Readers appreciate the ability to follow the plot without jumping between issues.
¢ Collectibility: The special edition’s signed copies have become sought-after items on the secondary market.

11. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Is the omnibus suitable for someone who has never read Warhammer comics before?

A: Absolutely. The first arc introduces the main characters and the world in a self contained manner, making it an
excellent entry point.

Q: Are there any missing pages or errors in the print?

A: The publisher has stated that the omnibus is a faithful reproduction of the original issues, with no missing
content.

Q: Can | find this omnibus in other languages?

A:Yes, Black Library offers translations in German, French
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