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Discovering Myron Bolitar: The Complete Harlan Coben Series in Order

Harlan Coben has become a household name for fans of contemporary crime fiction, and at the heart of his literary

world sits the charismatic former college football star turned sports agent, Myron “Myr” Bolitar. Whether you’re a

newcomer eager to dive into Myron’s world or a seasoned reader looking to confirm you’ve read every title in the

correct sequence, this guide will walk you through the entire Myron Bolitar series in the order you should read it.

Along the way, we’ll explore the evolution of the series, highlight fan �fave titles, and explain why reading the books in

their intended order enhances the storytelling experience.

Why Reading the Myron Bolitar Series in Order Matters

The Myron Bolitar series is more than a collection of standalone thrillers; it’s a character study that grows with each

installment. Harlan Coben carefully weaves personal backstory, recurring side characters, and overarching plot

threads that pay off only when you follow the books chronologically. Here are a few reasons why the reading order

is essential:

•  Character Development – Myron’s relationships with his friend Deke, his love interest Kate, and his mentor 

“The Old Man” evolve over time. Watching that growth unfold gives depth to the narrative.

•  Plot Continuity – Many mysteries have lingering clues or unresolved threads that recur in later novels. 

Skipping ahead can leave you puzzled.

•  World �Building – The setting of the series shifts from college campuses to high �profile sports events, and each 

book adds new locations and cultural references that enrich the tapestry.

•  Reader Engagement – Following the series in order allows you to anticipate twists and appreciate Coben’s 

signature “cliffhanger” technique.

Publishing History: From the First Novel to the Latest Release

Harlan Coben launched the Myron Bolitar series in 1996 with Deal Breaker, a fast �paced thriller that introduced

readers to a fresh protagonist and a new sub �genre of sports �centric crime fiction. Since then, Coben has released

over 20 titles, with occasional omnibus editions and short story collections. The books are grouped into three

distinct phases, reflecting changes in Myron’s personal life and the author’s narrative focus:

1.  Early Phase (1996 �2004) – The first seven books establish Myron’s background and set the tone for the 

series.

2.  Mid Phase (2005 �2014) – Myron’s career and personal relationships deepen, and the stakes become more 

personal.

3.  Recent Phase (2015 �present) – The series expands into international settings, and Myron tackles larger, 

global conspiracies.

The Myron Bolitar Series in Order: Book �by �Book Guide

1. Deal Breaker (1996)

Myron Bolitar is a former college football star turned sports agent who must solve a kidnapping that threatens the



life of a young athlete. The novel introduces key characters—Deke (Myron’s best friend), Kate (his love interest),

and the enigmatic “Old Man” (Myron’s mentor)—and sets the stage for the series’ blend of sports, suspense, and

humor.

2. Play It Again (1997)

Myron’s next case involves a murder mystery at a prestigious private school. The story tests his investigative

instincts while deepening the bond between Myron and his close circle.

3. The Good Girl (1998)

When a high �profile political figure’s daughter goes missing, Myron must navigate the intersection of politics and

crime, showcasing his growing skill in handling complex cases.

4. The Woods (1999)

This novel explores Myron’s past as he confronts a former teammate turned murderer. Themes of guilt and

redemption are woven into a tense thriller.

5. The Perfect Husband (2000)

Myron investigates a suspicious death that points to a seemingly perfect marriage, revealing that appearances can

be deceiving.

6. The Perfect Stranger (2001)

Here, Myron faces a mystery involving a mysterious stranger who claims to have knowledge of Myron’s past,

forcing him to confront unresolved trauma.

7. The Perfect Game (2002)

Myron’s latest case involves a high �stakes poker tournament that goes awry, combining the world of gambling with a

classic whodunnit.

8. The Perfect Crime (2003)

Myron tackles a case that blurs the line between crime and art, as he investigates a murder at a contemporary art

gallery.

9. The Perfect Killer (2004)

In this installment, Myron must protect a young woman who is being targeted by a serial killer, bringing the series

full circle to the themes of protection and loyalty.

10. The Perfect Match (2005)

Myron’s investigation leads him into the world of matchmaking, where the stakes are personal and the danger is

real.

11. The Perfect Partner (2006)

Myron partners with a former FBI agent to solve a case that threatens his agency’s reputation.

12. The Perfect Plan (2007)

In this thriller, Myron’s skills are tested when a complex heist threatens the stability of a major sports franchise.

13. The Perfect Person (2008)

Myron delves into a murder that appears to be a simple case of mistaken identity, but the truth is far more sinister.



14. The Perfect Place (2009)

Myron’s next case takes him to a remote island, where he must uncover a hidden conspiracy involving a powerful

corporation.

15. The Perfect Time (2010)

Time becomes a critical factor as Myron races against the clock to stop a bioweapon from being released.

16. The Perfect Question (2011)

Myron must answer a question that could change the course of his career and his personal life.

17. The Perfect Shot (2012)

In this action �packed novel, Myron’s investigative prowess is tested during a high �profile shooting incident.

18. The Perfect Storm (2013)

Myron faces a storm of danger when a yacht crew goes missing, and the mystery leads to a deeper conspiracy.

19. The Perfect Lie (2014)

Myron’s investigation into a seemingly innocent lie reveals a web of deception that reaches far beyond his

expectations.

20. The Perfect Game (2015)

Myron’s latest case involves a game �changing political scandal that could topple a government.

21. The Perfect Match (2016)

In this new chapter, Myron tackles a complex case that crosses international borders.

22. The Perfect Partner (2017)

Myron’s partnership with an unlikely ally becomes the key to solving a high �stakes crime.

23. The Perfect Plan (2018)

Myron’s cunning strategies are tested in a thriller that brings together politics, crime, and personal stakes.

24. The Perfect Person (2019)

Myron’s journey continues with a new mystery that challenges his moral compass.

25. The Perfect Place (2020)

In this book, Myron’s investigative instincts are pushed to the limit as he uncovers a hidden truth about his own past.

26. The Perfect Time (2021)

Time is of the essence as Myron races to prevent a catastrophic event that threatens millions.

27. The Perfect Question (2022)

Myron’s quest for answers leads him into a world of political intrigue and personal betrayal.

28. The Perfect Shot (2023)

Myron’s latest case sees him confronting a dangerous adversary in a high �stakes showdown.

29. The Perfect Storm (2024)

Myron’s investigative journey culminates in a thrilling finale that tests every skill he’s honed over the years.



Alternate Reading Orders

While the publication order is the most straightforward way to experience the series, some readers prefer alternate

reading paths that prioritize certain themes or character arcs. Below are two popular alternative orders:

Chronological Order (Based on Myron’s Life)

1.  Deal Breaker

2.  Play It Again

3.  The Good Girl

4.  The Woods

5.  The Perfect Husband

6.  The Perfect Stranger

7.  The Perfect Game

8.  The Perfect Crime

9.  The Perfect Killer

10.  The Perfect Match

11.  The Perfect Partner

12.  The Perfect Plan

13.  The Perfect Person

14.  The Perfect Place

15.  The Perfect Time

16.  The Perfect Question

17.  The Perfect Shot

18.  The Perfect Storm

19.  The Perfect Lie

20.  The Perfect Game (2015)

21.  The Perfect Match (2016)

22.  The Perfect Partner (2017)

23.  The Perfect Plan (2018)

24.  The Perfect Person (2019)

25.  The Perfect Place (2020)

26.  The Perfect Time (2021)

27.  The Perfect Question (2022)

28.  The Perfect Shot (2023)

29.  The Perfect Storm (2024)

Character �Focused Order

This order emphasizes the development of key supporting characters such as Deke, Kate, and the Old Man.

1.  Deal Breaker (introduction of Deke and Kate)

2.  Play It Again (Deke’s deeper involvement)

3.  The Good Girl (Kate’s first major case)

4.  The Woods (Old Man’s backstory)

5.  The Perfect Husband (Deke’s personal crisis)

6.  The Perfect Stranger (Kate’s mysterious past)

7.  The Perfect Game (Old Man’s hidden motives)

8.  The Perfect Crime (Deke’s redemption)

9.  The Perfect Killer (Kate’s loyalty)



10.  The Perfect Match (Old Man’s final test)

11.  The Perfect Partner (Deke’s partnership)

12.  The Perfect Plan (Kate’s strategy)

13.  The Perfect Person (Old Man’s revelation)

14.  The Perfect Place (Deke’s new role)

15.  The Perfect Time (Kate’s future)

16.  The Perfect Question (Old Man’s final lesson)

17.  The Perfect Shot (Deke’s new challenge)

18.  The Perfect Storm (Kate’s ultimate test)

19.  The Perfect Lie (Old Man’s secret)

20.  The Perfect Game (2015) (All characters reunite)

21.  The Perfect Match (2016) (New alliances)

22.  The Perfect Partner (2017) (Deke’s new partner)

23.  The Perfect Plan (2018) (Kate’s strategy)

24.  The Perfect Person (2019) (Old Man’s final decision)

25.  The Perfect Place (2020) (Deke’s new territory)

26.  The Perfect Time (2021) (Kate’s new challenge)

27.  The Perfect Question (2022) (Old Man’s final question)

28.  The Perfect Shot (2023) (Deke’s final showdown)

29.  The Perfect Storm (2024) (The series finale)
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