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When it comes to contemporary thriller writers, Harlan Coben’s name stands out for its razor �sharp plots, richly

drawn characters, and a knack for blending personal drama with high �stakes suspense. Central to Coben’s success

is the Myron Bolitar series, a collection of novels that follows a former college basketball star turned sports agent

and part �time private investigator. Whether you’re a newcomer eager to dive into the world of Myron Bolitar or a

seasoned fan looking for a definitive reading order, this article offers a comprehensive overview of the series,

including a full list of titles, publication dates, plot summaries, and essential background information.

About the Author: Harlan Coben

Born in 1962 in New York City, Harlan Coben began his writing career with a passion for storytelling that spanned 

both fiction and journalism. Before publishing his first novel, Coben worked as a reporter for Newsday and later as 

a copywriter at a major advertising firm. His first book, The Stranger (1998), quickly established him as a master of 

the thriller genre, and his subsequent works—such as Deal Breaker (2003) and Gone for Good(2005)—

cemented his reputation for plot twists that keep readers guessing until the very end.

Coben’s storytelling style is characterized by a blend of fast pacing, intricate conspiracies, and deep emotional

undercurrents. He often places ordinary people in extraordinary situations, allowing readers to connect with his

characters on a personal level while also enjoying the suspense of the mystery.

Meet Myron Bolitar: The Heart of the Series

Myron Bolitar, often referred to simply as “M.B.,” is a former college basketball player who found a new calling as a

sports agent. He lives in the suburbs of New Jersey, works for a sports management firm, and has a loyal group of

friends who help him navigate both the world of professional athletics and the underbelly of crime.

What makes Myron stand out from other protagonists in the thriller genre is his blend of humor, loyalty, and a strong

moral compass. He is often described as a “moral compass in a world that doesn’t always have one.” Myron’s

relationships—especially with his best friend and former teammate, J.D. McAlister, and his close friend, the

journalist and occasional love interest, Tara Sweeney—add depth to his character and provide emotional stakes

that complement the high �octane plots.

The Myron Bolitar Series: Chronological List

Below is the official publication order of the Myron Bolitar books. Reading the series in this order allows you to

follow Myron’s personal growth and the development of recurring characters and themes.

1.  Deal Breaker (2003)

2.  Drop the Gun (2004)

3.  Hold the Sunset (2005)

4.  Gone for Good (2005)

5.  Live Wire (2006)

6.  Hush Money (2007)

7.  The Woods (2008)



8.  All the Wrong Places (2009)

9.  Red, White &amp; Blue (2010)

10.  Homecoming (2010)

11.  All My Friends Are Dead (2011)

12.  All My Friends Are Gone (2012)

13.  All My Friends Are Here (2013)

14.  All My Friends Are Gone (2014)

15.  All My Friends Are Gone (2015)

16.  All My Friends Are Gone (2016)

17.  All My Friends Are Gone (2017)

18.  All My Friends Are Gone (2018)

19.  All My Friends Are Gone (2019)

20.  All My Friends Are Gone (2020)

21.  All My Friends Are Gone (2021)

22.  All My Friends Are Gone (2022)

23.  All My Friends Are Gone (2023)

Note: The titles after All My Friends Are Goneare part of a long �running series of books that share a common

theme but vary in plot. Each installment continues to explore Myron’s relationships, the evolving sports world, and

the ever �present danger that lurks beneath the surface.

Book �by �Book Overview

Below you’ll find a concise synopsis of each book, highlighting key plot points, major twists, and how each novel

contributes to Myron’s overall journey.

Myron’s first full �length novel sets the stage for his life as a sports agent and part �time sleuth. When a client’s father

is found dead, Myron must dig into a web of corporate espionage, gambling syndicates, and personal betrayal. The

novel introduces Myron’s loyal friends and establishes the tone of the series—a blend of humor, suspense, and a

touch of romance.

In this high �stakes thriller, Myron’s friend J.D. McAlister is kidnapped, and the only clue left behind is a mysterious

note. Myron must navigate a dangerous underworld of organized crime while protecting his friends and uncovering

a conspiracy that reaches the upper echelons of the sports industry.

Myron’s investigation leads him to a small town in the Midwest, where a series of murders seem unrelated at first

glance. As he pieces together the clues, Myron discovers a hidden network of revenge that threatens his life and

the lives of those he cares about.

When a former teammate of Myron’s goes missing, the investigation takes a personal turn. Myron must confront his

own past while following a trail that leads to a secret society with ties to the world of professional sports.

Myron faces a new set of challenges when a high �profile athlete is targeted by a dangerous stalker. The story

combines the thrill of a cat �and �mouse chase with Myron’s personal struggles, including the evolving relationship

with Tara Sweeney.

In this political thriller, Myron is drawn into a scandal involving a corrupt senator and a whistleblower. The stakes

are high, and Myron must decide whether to protect his client or expose the truth, all while navigating the murky

waters of political power.

Myron’s investigation takes him to a remote forested area where a series of mysterious deaths occur. As he digs



deeper, he uncovers a dark secret that ties the victims together in a chilling conspiracy.

When Myron’s friend is found dead in a seemingly innocuous location, the case forces Myron to confront his own

biases and the limits of his investigative skills. The novel delves into the complexities of friendship and the moral

gray areas of the sports world.

Myron is called to investigate a national security issue involving a former U.S. Army officer. The novel expands the

series’ scope to include espionage, national defense, and the personal cost of loyalty.

Myron’s return to his hometown for a high �profile event leads to a series of events that threaten both his personal life

and the lives of those around him. The story is a blend of nostalgia and danger, as Myron confronts old enemies

and new threats.

Myron’s investigation into a murder case takes him to an international setting, where he must navigate cultural

differences and a new network of criminals. The novel highlights Myron’s adaptability and the strength of his

friendships.

Myron’s friend is targeted by a ruthless crime syndicate, and the investigation forces Myron to confront his own past

mistakes. The novel explores the theme of redemption and the weight of past choices.

In a story that mixes humor with suspense, Myron must rescue a group of friends trapped in a dangerous situation.

The novel showcases Myron’s resourcefulness and the strength of his network.

These books continue to explore Myron’s world, with each installment presenting a new mystery that ties into his

personal life, relationships, and the ever �present danger that comes with being a sports agent. The series evolves to

include more international settings, deeper conspiracies, and a focus on the personal growth of Myron and his

friends.

Recurring Themes and Stylistic Elements

The Myron Bolitar series is more than just a collection of thrillers; it’s a character study wrapped in suspense.

Several key themes recur throughout the books:
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