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How to Edit Photos on Mac: A Complete Guide for Every Photographer

Whether you’re a hobbyist snapping family moments or a professional capturing high �stakes events, a Mac offers a 

powerful yet intuitive platform for photo editing. From the built �in Preview and Photos apps to industry �standard 

software like Adobe Photoshop, there’s a workflow for every skill level. In this guide we’ll walk through the most 

popular tools, give you step �by �step instructions, and share insider tips that make editing on macOS feel effortless. 

By the end, you’ll know exactly how to edit photos on Macand be ready to transform your images with

confidence.

Why Mac Is a Top Choice for Photo Editing

Apple’s operating system combines a clean interface, robust hardware, and a long history of photo �centric features.

The synergy between macOS and its native apps means you can edit images quickly without juggling external

tools. Additionally, many professional programs are optimized for macOS, taking advantage of Retina displays,

high �resolution color profiles, and the powerful Metal GPU engine. These advantages translate into smoother

performance, accurate color rendering, and a streamlined creative process.

Key Benefits of Editing on macOS

•  Seamless Integration: Native apps like Photos and Preview work out of the box, eliminating installation 

hassles.

•  High �Quality Display: Retina screens provide true color fidelity, essential for precise adjustments.

•  Hardware Optimization: Macs are engineered for media workflows, offering fast rendering and low latency.

•  Extensive Ecosystem: A wide range of third �party apps and plugins cater to every editing style.

Built �In Tools: Preview and Photos

If you’re just starting or need quick edits, macOS’s built �in apps are a great place to begin. They provide essential

tools without the cost or learning curve of professional software.

Editing with Preview

Preview is often overlooked, but it offers a surprisingly robust set of editing features.

1.  Open the image in Preview.

2.  Click Tools !’ Adjust Color to tweak brightness, contrast, and saturation.

3.  Use Tools !’ Annotate to crop, rotate, or add shapes.

4.  Save your changes with File !’ Save or Export for a new file.

Enhancing Photos with the Photos App

Photos is Apple’s dedicated photo management tool, and it includes a built �in editor that covers the basics.

1.  Import your images into Photos.

2.  Double �click an image and click the Edit button.

3.  Use the toolbar to adjust exposure, white balance, and clarity.

4.  Apply filters or use the Auto feature for a quick fix.



5.  Export the edited file via File !’ Export.

Professional Editing with Adobe Photoshop

When you need pixel �perfect control, Adobe Photoshop remains the industry standard. Below is a concise

walkthrough of essential Photoshop tasks on macOS.

Getting Started

•  Install Adobe Creative Cloud and launch Photoshop.

•  Open a file by dragging it into the workspace or via File !’ Open.

•  Use the Move tool to reposition elements if needed.

Basic Adjustments

1.  Navigate to Image !’ Adjustments for levels, curves, and color balance.

2.  Use the Adjustment Layers to apply non �destructive edits.

3.  Fine �tune with the Brush or Clone Stamp for retouching.

Advanced Techniques

•  Apply Layer Masks to blend multiple images.

•  Use Smart Objects for scalable edits.

•  Leverage Actions to automate repetitive tasks.

Pixelmator Pro: A Mac �Focused Alternative

Pixelmator Pro is a native macOS app that balances power and simplicity. It’s an excellent choice for users who

want a lighter footprint than Photoshop but still need advanced features.

Key Features

•  Machine Learning �based Image Upscaler to enlarge photos without losing detail.

•  Comprehensive Layer System with blending modes.

•  Real �time Adjustment Layers for exposure, color, and noise reduction.

•  Integrated Batch Processing for large sets.

Step �by �Step Workflow

1.  Open Pixelmator Pro and import your image.

2.  Use the Tool Palette to select the Adjustments tool.

3.  Apply Auto Color or tweak manually.

4.  Use the Retouch tool for spot removal.

5.  Export via File !’ Export to your desired format.

Affinity Photo: A Cost �Effective Powerhouse

Affinity Photo offers a one �time purchase model and a feature set comparable to Photoshop. It’s ideal for

photographers who prefer a non �subscription approach.

Editing Workflow

1.  Open Affinity Photo and load your image.

2.  Use Adjustment Layers for exposure, color balance, and sharpening.

3.  Apply Filters like Noise Reduction or Lens Correction.

4.  Use the Layer Mask to blend multiple edits.



5.  Export via File !’ Export as JPEG, TIFF, or PSD.

Free Options: GIMP and Darktable

For budget �conscious creators, GIMP (GNU Image Manipulation Program) and Darktable provide robust,

open �source solutions.

GIMP Basics

1.  Download and install GIMP from the official website.

2.  Open your image and use the Tools menu for cropping, color correction, and retouching.

3.  Utilize Layers and Masks for non �destructive edits.

4.  Export the finished image via File !’ Export As.

Darktable for RAW Editing

•  Designed specifically for photographers working with RAW files.

•  Offers Non �Destructive editing and a Histogram view.

•  Supports Batch Export and Metadata Editing.

Optimizing Your Workflow on macOS

Editing photos on a Mac becomes more efficient when you structure your workflow. Below are proven strategies to

save time and keep your projects organized.

1. Use Smart Folders and Tags

macOS allows you to create Smart Folders that automatically gather images based on metadata, date, or

keywords. Tagging your photos with descriptive labels (e.g., “Wedding,” “Landscape,” “Portrait”) speeds up

searching and sorting.

2. Leverage Keyboard Shortcuts

Mastering shortcuts reduces the number of clicks and speeds up repetitive tasks.

•  Command + N – New document (Photoshop, Pixelmator).

•  Command + S – Save.

•  Command + Shift + S – Save As / Export.

•  Command + Z – Undo.

•  Command + Shift + Z – Redo.

3. Create Presets and Actions

Most professional editors support custom presets. Save your favorite adjustment layers, filters, or color profiles so 

you can apply them with a single click. In Photoshop, create Actionsthat record a series of steps and replay them

on new images.

4. Batch Process for Large Sets

When you have dozens or hundreds of photos, batch processing saves hours. In Lightroom or Pixelmator, set up a

workflow that automatically applies exposure, white balance, and sharpening across all selected files.

5. Use the macOS Touch Bar (if available)

For MacBook Pros with a Touch Bar, many editing apps expose quick controls for common functions. Customize

the Touch Bar to show the tools you use most often.



Exporting and Sharing Your Final Images

Once you’re satisfied with your edits, it’s essential to export your images correctly to preserve quality and meet

destination requirements.

Choosing the Right Format

•  JPEG: Ideal for web and general sharing. Adjust quality to balance file size and clarity.

•  TIFF: Best for print and archival. Supports lossless compression.

•  PNG: Great for images with transparency.

•  RAW: Keep for future edits; many editors preserve the original RAW file.

Optimizing for Web

1.  Resize the image to the target dimensions.

2.  Use File !’ Export and choose JPEG.

3.  Set quality to 80–90% for a good balance.

4.  Enable Compression or Resample to reduce file size.

Preparing for Print

•  Set the correct color profile (CMYK or sRGB for digital prints).

•  Maintain the original resolution (300 /dpi is standard for print).

•  Export as TIFF or high �quality JPEG.

Common Troubleshooting Tips

Even experienced editors encounter hiccups. Here are quick fixes for frequent problems.

1. Color Shifts After Editing

Make sure you’re working in the correct color profile. In Photoshop, check Image !’ Mode !’ CMYK Color for print or 

sRGB IEC61966 �2.1 for web.

2. Lag or Slow Rendering

•  Close unused applications to free RAM.

•  Check that your GPU drivers are up to date.
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