GENERAL

how to get to bora bora

Published: September 3, 2026 | Index ID: #-

How to Get to Bora Bora: A Complete Guide to Reaching Paradise

When you think of tropical bliss, the image that often pops up is that of a turquoise lagoon, swaying palm trees, and
a private overwater bungalow that seems to float on the sea. Welcome to Bora /Bora, a jewel of French Polynesia
that has captivated travelers for decades. Whether you're planning a honeymoon, a family adventure, or a solo
escape, knowing how to get to Bora /Boris the first step toward turning your dream into reality. This guide covers
every aspect of the journey—from flights and transfers to visas, costs, and insider tips—so you can navigate the
trip with confidence and ease.

1. Understanding Bora /Bora’s Geography and Appeal

Bora Bora is part of the Society Islands archipelago, situated roughly 1,500 km (930 mi) southeast of Tahiti. The
island itself covers just 18 km2 (7 sq mi), but its surrounding lagoon and coral reef system create a breathtaking
natural amphitheater. The iconic image of the island’s central volcanic peak, Mount Otemanu, rising dramatically
from the sea, is a staple of travel photography.

Beyond its postcard scenery, Bora Bora offers a blend of cultural heritage, luxury resorts, and eco friendly activities.
Visitors can snorkel with manta rays, hike volcanic trails, or simply unwind on powder soft white sand.
Understanding why travelers flock here helps you appreciate the value of each travel decision you make.

2. Planning Your Trip: When and Why You Should Go

Best Time to Visit

The island enjoys a warm, tropical climate year-round, but the months of May, June, and September are particularly
pleasant. During these shoulder seasons, you'll find lower airfare, fewer crowds, and the best chance to secure a
stay at a luxury resort.

Travel Restrictions and Health Requirements

Before booking, check the latest travel advisories from your government and the French Polynesian authorities.
While most visitors are welcome, certain health protocols—such as vaccination records or COVID 19 testing—might

still apply.

Budget vs. Luxury: Setting Your Expectations

Decide whether you want a boutique overwater villa or a more budget friendly beachfront property. This decision will
influence flight choices, transfer options, and daily spending.

3. Flights to Bora /Bora: The Primary Gateway

The most common way to reach Bora /Bora is by air, with the island’s sole airportBora /Bora Airport (BOB) serving
as the final stop on most itineraries. Here's how you can navigate the flight options.

3.1 Direct Flights from the United States

Air Tahiti Nui and Air France offer seasonal direct flights from Los Angeles and San Francisco to Tahiti. From Tahiti,



you'll take a short domestic flight to Bora /Bora. Direct flights are convenient but usually more expensive.

3.2 Flights from Europe

Air France operates direct flights from Paris to Tahiti. After landing in Papeete, the capital of French Polynesia, you'l
connect to Bora /Bora via Air Tahiti or Air France’s domestic network.

3.3 Connecting Flights from Asia and Oceania

For travelers from Australia, New Zealand, or Southeast Asia, you'll typically fly to Tahiti first. Airlines such as
Qantas, Virgin Australia, and Fiji Airways offer routes to Papeete, after which you can transfer to Bora /Bora.

3.4 Low Cost Carriers and Package Deals

Low cost carriers like Jetstar Pacific occasionally operate flights to Tahiti during the high season. Bundled packages
that include airfare, transfers, and accommodation can also provide savings, especially if you book early.

4. Alternative Routes: From the Air to the Water

4.1 Sea Transfer from Tahiti

For a more scenic, albeit slower, journey, you can charter a boat from Tahiti to Bora Bora. Luxury cruise lines and
private charters offer overnight stays on the water, complete with dinner and stargazing.

4.2 Charter Flights and Helicopter Transfers

If you're short on time or seeking a truly unforgettable experience, charter a helicopter or a private plane from Tahiti
to Bora /Bora. Though pricey, this option bypasses the airport and lands directly at the resort.

5. Ground Transportation on Bora /Bora

5.1 Airport Transfers

Upon arrival, most resorts provide a complimentary shuttle that ferries guests from the airport to the main marina.
From there, you'll board a boat that takes you to your accommodation.

5.2 Private Transfers

For added convenience, you can pre book a private boat or a local taxi boat. These services often include a
welcome drink and a quick briefing on local customs.

5.3 Exploring the Island

Bora Bora is small enough to explore by foot or bicycle. However, many visitors hire a local guide or a rented
motorbike to visit the island’s hiking trails, lagoons, and cultural sites.

6. Accommodation: From Luxury Resorts to Budget Options

6.1 Overwater Bungalows

Iconic to Bora Bora, these suites offer direct lagoon access and private decks. Brands such as St. Regis, Four
Seasons, and InterContinental command premium rates but provide world class service.

6.2 Boutique Hotels and Guesthouses

For travelers seeking a more intimate setting, boutique hotels like the Pacific Resort or the Bora Bora Village offer a
blend of comfort and local charm at a fraction of the cost.

6.3 Vacation Rentals and Airbnb



With the rise of short term rentals, you can find private villas, beachfront cottages, or even shared accommodations.
Always verify the property’s reviews and the host’s responsiveness before booking.

7.Visa and Entry Requirements

Bora Bora is part of French Polynesia, a French overseas collectivity. Most visitors from the United States, Canada,
Australia, New /Zealand, and the European Union do not require a visa for stays up to 90 /days.

7.1 Passport Validity
Ensure your passport is valid for at least six months beyond your intended departure date. This is a standard
requirement for most international flights.

7.2 Proof of Return or Onward Travel

Immigration officials may ask for proof of a return ticket or onward travel. Keep a copy of your itinerary handy.

7.3 Health Documentation

Depending on current regulations, you may need to present a vaccination certificate or a negative COVID 19 test
result. Check the official French Polynesian travel portal for updates.

8. Budget vs. Luxury: How to Maximize Value

8.1 Booking Early vs. Last Minute

Early bookings often secure lower rates for flights and accommodations. Conversely, last minute deals can be found
during off peak seasons, especially on budget airlines.

8.2 Off Season Travel

Visiting during the shoulder seasons (May—June, September) not only reduces airfare but also offers quieter resort
experiences.

8.3 Package Deals and All Inclusive Options

All inclusive resorts bundle meals, drinks, and activities, which can save money compared to paying for each item
separately.

8.4 Dining Choices

While resort restaurants are convenient, exploring local eateries (e.g., Le Tamarin) can provide authentic cuisine at
lower prices.

9. Cultural Etiquette and Local Customs

9.1 Respect for the Land

The island’s community places high value on environmental stewardship. Dispose of trash responsibly and avoid
disturbing coral reefs.

9.2 Greeting and Communication

Polynesian culture is warm and welcoming. A simple “la ora na” (good morning) goes a long way. English is widely
spoken, but learning a few basic French phrases can enhance interactions.

9.3 Dress Code for Certain Activities

When visiting marae (temples) or attending cultural performances, modest clothing is advised. Swimwear is



acceptable for beach activities but not for temple visits.

10. Packing Essentials for Bora /Bora

¢ Lightweight clothing — cotton, linen, and breathable fabrics.

e Sun protection — SPF 50 sunscreen, a wide brim hat, and UV blocking sunglasses.

* Insect repellent — especially for evenings when mosquitoes are active.

« Waterproof bag — to protect electronics during water activities.

e Travel insurance — covering health, trip cancellation, and adventure activities.

e Power adapter — French Polynesia uses Type A, B, and C plugs with a standard voltage of 110 /V.

11. Safety and Health Tips

11.1 Water Activities
Always wear a life jacket when snorkeling or engaging in water sports. Follow local safety instructions and avoid
diving alone.

11.2 Health Precautions
Stay hydrated and consume bottled water. If you have any medical conditions, carry necessary medications and a
basic first aid kit.

11.3Travel Insurance
Choose a policy that covers adventure sports, medical evacuation, and trip cancellations. This provides peace of
mind for any unforeseen events.

12.Tips to Save Money on Your Bora /BoraTrip

Book flights and accommodation together through reputable travel agencies.
Use credit card rewards or airline miles for flights.

Choose accommodation outside the main resort area.

Eat at local markets and small restaurants.

Plan free or low cost activities such as beach walks or community festivals.
Travel during the shoulder season to benefit from lower prices.
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13. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can I fly directly to Bora /Bora from the U.S.?

No direct flights exist from the U.S.; you must connect through Tahiti or another hub.

Q: Is avisarequired for a 3 week stay?

Generally, no visa is needed for stays under 90 /days for most nationalities.
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