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Paper is one of the most versatile materials available for DIY projects, and turning it into a cylinder is a surprisingly

simple yet rewarding craft. Whether you’re a teacher looking for a hands �on geometry lesson, a parent wanting a fun

activity for the kids, or a hobbyist exploring paper engineering, this guide will walk you through every detail of

creating a sturdy, eye �catching paper cylinder. By the end of this article, you’ll know the best paper types, the tools

you need, the exact steps to follow, and creative ways to use your finished cylinder.

Understanding the Basics of Paper Cylinders

What Is a Paper Cylinder?

A paper cylinder is a three �dimensional shape formed by rolling or folding a flat sheet of paper into a tube that has a

circular cross �section. Unlike a simple rolled roll, a paper cylinder retains its shape due to the way the edges are

sealed or reinforced. The result is a lightweight, yet surprisingly strong, structure that can be used for decorations,

science experiments, or even as a mini �sculpture.

Why Make a Paper Cylinder?

Paper cylinders serve many purposes:

•  Educational tools: Demonstrate concepts such as volume, circumference, and the relationship between area 

and perimeter.

•  Decorative crafts: Create vases, candle holders, or paper lanterns.

•  Artistic expression: Experiment with textures, colors, and layering.

•  Functional objects: Build paper boats, wind chimes, or small storage containers.

Because paper is inexpensive and widely available, making a cylinder becomes an accessible way to explore

geometry and design without a hefty investment.

Materials and Tools You''ll Need

Before you start, gather the following items. Having everything on hand will keep the process smooth and help you

avoid frustrating pauses.

•  Paper: Choose a paper type that matches your project’s purpose. For decorative items, use thick cardstock or 

construction paper. For a sturdy structure, consider using recycled cardboard or a paper mache mix.

•  Adhesives: Glue sticks, white glue, or a strong white glue (PVA) work well. For a quick fix, double �sided tape or 

masking tape can also be used.

•  Scissors or a craft knife: Sharp scissors give clean cuts, while a craft knife allows precise trimming.

•  Ruler or measuring tape: Accurate measurements ensure a perfect circumference and height.

•  Compass or a round object: For drawing a perfect circle if you’re making a paper tube from a circular template.

•  Optional: Decorative supplies: Paint, markers, glitter, or tissue paper for embellishing your cylinder.

Step �by �Step Instructions

Below you’ll find three common methods for creating a paper cylinder. Pick the one that best fits your project’s

needs and skill level.



Option 1: Simple Paper Tube

1.  Measure the circumference: Decide the desired diameter of your cylinder. For example, a 4 /cm diameter 

requires a circumference of 12.57 /cm (<��ýr�óB’à

2.  Create a rectangular strip: Cut a strip of paper that is the measured circumference in length and the desired 

height in width. If you’re making a 10 /cm tall cylinder with a 4 /cm diameter, cut a 12.57 /cm /× /10 /cm rectangle.

3.  Seal the edges: Apply a thin line of glue along one long edge of the strip. Press the opposite edge onto the 

glued side, smoothing out any air bubbles.

4.  Secure the seam: Use a small amount of tape or a second line of glue to reinforce the seam. Let it dry 

completely before moving on.

5.  Finish the ends: If you want a closed cylinder, fold the two short ends inward and glue them together. For an 

open �ended tube, leave the ends free.

Option 2: Origami Cylinder

Origami cylinders are created from a single sheet of paper without cutting, making them perfect for paper art

projects.

1.  Start with a square: Use a 15 /cm /× /15 /cm square of paper. Larger squares yield taller cylinders.

2.  Fold the sides: Fold the paper in half horizontally, then unfold. Fold the sides inwards so the edges meet at 

the center crease, forming a long rectangle with a small flap at the top.

3.  Create a spiral: Roll the paper around the center crease, aligning the flap with the bottom edge. The flap will 

form the base of the cylinder.

4.  Secure the base: Tape or glue the flap to the bottom of the rolled cylinder. If you want a closed top, fold the 

remaining flap up and seal it with glue.

Option 3: Cardboard Cylinder for Sturdy Projects

1.  Cut a circular template: Use a compass to draw a circle with your desired diameter on a sturdy cardboard 

sheet. Cut out the circle.

2.  Score the cardboard: Score the cardboard along a line from the center to the edge using a craft knife. This 

creates a clean seam when the cardboard is rolled.

3.  Roll and glue: Roll the scored cardboard into a cylinder. Apply glue along the seam and press firmly. Use a 

clamp or a heavy book to hold the shape while the glue dries.

4.  Reinforce the ends: Cut two additional cardboard circles to fit the top and bottom. Glue or tape them in place 

to create a closed, robust cylinder.

Tips for a Stronger Cylinder

Choosing the Right Paper

Not all paper is created equal. Here’s what to look for:

•  Cardstock: 70–90 /lb cardstock offers a good balance between flexibility and strength.

•  Construction paper: Heavier construction paper (120 /lb) can be used for larger, more durable cylinders.

•  Recycled cardboard: For a truly robust cylinder, use a thin sheet of cardboard. It’s thicker and will hold its 

shape even under weight.

Using Glue vs. Tape

Glue provides a stronger bond but takes longer to dry. Tape is quick but may not be as durable for heavy cylinders.

For a hybrid approach, use glue along the seam and tape for extra reinforcement.

Reinforcing the Edges



When the cylinder is rolled, the inner edge can sometimes loosen. To counteract this:

•  Apply a second layer of glue: After the initial seam has dried, apply a thin coat along the seam and press 

again.

•  Use a backing strip: Attach a strip of paper or cardstock along the inside of the seam to add support.

•  Add a rubber band: For temporary reinforcement, wrap a rubber band around the cylinder’s circumference.

Creative Uses and Projects

Educational Tools

Paper cylinders can serve as tangible examples for teaching:

•  Geometry: Measure the circumference and compare it to the diameter. Calculate volume using the formula V 

= <�+&‚à

•  Physics: Use cylinders to explore buoyancy. Fill a cylinder with water and observe how it floats or sinks.

•  Art and Design: Students can design and decorate their cylinders, learning about aesthetics and structure.

Decorative Crafts

Transform a simple cylinder into a stunning centerpiece:

•  Candle holders: Wrap a paper cylinder in tissue paper, then insert a tea light.

•  Paper lanterns: Cut patterns into the cylinder and add a string of LED lights.

•  Vases: Paint or decoupage the cylinder, then attach a small pot at the base.

Science Experiments

Paper cylinders are perfect for hands �on experiments:

•  Wind chimes: Attach paper cylinders of varying lengths to a string and hang them outside.

•  Water filtration: Layer different paper types inside a cylinder to filter water.

•  Pressure tests: Place a paper cylinder in a vacuum chamber and observe how it collapses.

Art Installations

Large paper cylinders can become focal points in exhibitions. Combine multiple cylinders of different colors and

sizes
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