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Introduction

Whether you're a seasoned guitarist or a beginner just picking up your first six string, finding the right chords and
patterns to play a beloved hymn can feel like a daunting task. One of the most cherished hymns in the Christian
music canon is | Surrender All, a timeless piece that has resonated with countless worshipers for over a century.

In this guide, we'll walk you through every element you need to master i surrender all chords guitar, from the basic
chord shapes to advanced fingerstyle techniques, ensuring you can perform the song with confidence and grace.

Understanding the Song: “I Surrender All”

Written in 1896 by Winfield S. Weeden and Charles E. Blackham, “I Surrender All" expresses a deep sense of
devotion and surrender to God. Its simple, repetitive structure makes it an excellent choice for guitarists looking to
build a solid repertoire. The song’s lyrical themes—faith, surrender, and trust—are mirrored in its musical simplicity,
allowing the melody to shine without overwhelming accompaniment.

Musically, the hymn is set in the key of G major, which is comfortable for most guitarists. The chord progression is
straightforward, featuring primary chords that form the backbone of countless other songs. Because of its
familiarity, many musicians use “l Surrender All” as a teaching tool for chord transitions, strumming patterns, and
vocal accompaniment.

Key Chords for the Song

Below are the core chords you'll need to play “I Surrender All.” All chords are presented in open position, making
them accessible to players of all levels.

Basic Chords

¢ G -320003
e D —xx0232
¢ Em - 022000
C —x32010
¢ Am —x02210

These five chords cover the entire song. When you first start practicing, focus on mastering each shape with clean,
ringing notes.
Chord Variations and Barre Chords
If you want to add a richer harmonic texture or play the song in a different key, consider these variations:
e G7-320001
e D7 — xx0212
e Em7 — 022030

¢ Cmaj7 — x32000
« Am7 — 0x0200

Barre chord versions of these shapes allow you to shift the entire progression up or down the neck, giving you the



flexibility to play in any key that suits your voice or the arrangement you're working with.

Chord Progression and Timing

The song’s structure follows a simple verse chorus pattern, with each section lasting roughly 8 bars. The rhythmic
feel is a relaxed 4/4 meter, which lends itself to both strummed and fingerpicked arrangements.

Verse Progression
G —Em - C —D (repeat)

This progression repeats for each verse, creating a comforting and familiar harmonic backdrop. The chord changes
are spaced evenly, allowing for smooth transitions.

Chorus Progression
G-D-Em-C-G-D-C-D

The chorus introduces a slightly more dynamic feel by moving from G to D and then back to Em. This gives the
chorus a lift before resolving back to G.

Playing “I Surrender All” on Guitar: Step by Step Guide

Now that you know the chords and structure, it's time to bring the song to life. Follow these steps to build a solid
foundation.

1. Setup Your Guitar

Before you begin, ensure your instrument is in tune. A quick way to check is to use a clip on tuner or a smartphone
app. Once tuned, choose a capo if you want to play in a different key. For most beginners, playing in G major
without a capo is recommended.

2. Learn the Strumming Pattern

The standard strumming pattern for “I Surrender All” is:

Down (D)
Down (D)
Up (U)
Down (D)
Up (V)
Down (D)
Up (U)
8. Up (V)
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Feel the pulse of the song by counting “1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & The rhythm is steady and easy to follow, making it ideal for
beginners.

3. Practice the Chord Transitions

Slowly practice each chord change, focusing on accuracy before speed. Use the following drill:

Play G for four beats.

Move to Em for four beats.
Switch to C for four beats.
Finish with D for four beats.
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5. Repeat the cycle.

As you become comfortable, gradually increase your tempo to match the song’s natural pace.

Advanced Techniques for a Richer Sound

Once you're comfortable with the basics, it's time to explore more nuanced playing styles that can add depth to
your performance.

Fingerpicking Pattern

Fingerstyle can bring a gentle, intimate feel to “I Surrender All.” A simple pattern to try is:

. Thumb (T) on the 6th string (low E).
. Index (1) on the 4th string (D).

. Middle (M) on the 3rd string (G).

. Ring (R) on the 2nd string (B).

A WN PP

Play the pattern in a loop, maintaining a steady rhythm. You can vary the pattern by adding a pull off on the 1st
string (high E) after each ring finger stroke.

Using Capo for Different Keys

If you're singing the hymn and need a different vocal range, place a capo on the 3rd fret and play the same chord
shapes. This effectively transposes the song to A major, which can be easier for some voices. Adjust the chord
shapes accordingly if you prefer a different capo position.

Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them

e Muted Strings — Ensure all fingers are pressing down firmly, but not too hard. A light touch prevents unwanted
muting.

e Off beat Strumming — Practice with a metronome. Start slow and gradually increase the tempo.

» Skipping Chord Transitions — Don't rush. Focus on clean transitions before adding speed.

¢ Unbalanced Volume — Keep the volume consistent across all strings to maintain a balanced sound.

Related Songs and Covers

Many worship leaders incorporate “I Surrender All” into larger setlists. Other hymns that share similar chord
progressions include “Amazing Grace,” “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” and “Blessed Assurance.” You can also
experiment with covers by artists such as Chris Tomlin or Matt Redman, who adapt the hymn to contemporary
worship styles.

Resources for Further Learning

Chord Libraries — Websites like Ultimate Guitar and Songsterr offer chord charts and tabs.
 Video Tutorials — YouTube channels such as “GuitarLessons365” provide step by step guides.
e Practice Apps — Apps like “Yousician” and “Fender Play” offer structured lessons for hymns.

» Sheet Music — Purchase or download official sheet music for accurate notation.

Conclusion

Mastering i surrender all chords guitaris a rewarding journey that blends musical skill with heartfelt expression. By
focusing on clean chord shapes, steady timing, and thoughtful arrangement choices, you'll be able to perform this



beloved hymn with both confidence and reverence. Remember to practice consistently, listen to various recordings
for inspiration, and most importantly, let the music speak from your heart. Happy playing, and may your rendition of
“I Surrender All” bring joy to you and those who hear it.
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