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Introduction

When it comes to worship music, few songs resonate as deeply as Travis Cottrell’s “Jesus Saves”. Its soaring 

melodies, heartfelt lyrics, and uplifting message make it a staple in churches and home worship settings alike. For 

guitarists looking to bring this powerful anthem to their own gatherings, learning the chords is the first step. In this 

comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through the essential chords, provide a detailed progression, offer tips for 

playing with expression, and share resources to help you master the piece. Whether you’re a seasoned player or a 

beginner, this article will equip you with everything you need to confidently strum along to jesus saves travis 

cottrell chords and share the song’s message with others.

Why “Jesus Saves” is a Worship Classic

Released in 2017, Jesus Savesquickly climbed the Christian music charts and became a favorite for worship

teams worldwide. Its lyrical focus on redemption and gratitude aligns perfectly with congregational worship, while

the melodic structure is both memorable and easy to sing along with. The song’s simple yet powerful arrangement

allows musicians to adapt it to various skill levels, making it an ideal choice for worship leaders, solo performers,

and church choirs.

Getting Started: The Basic Chord Set

Below is a concise list of the primary chords you’ll need to play jesus saves travis cottrell chords. These chords

form the backbone of the song and can be played in open positions for beginners or moved up the neck for a richer

sound.

•  G

•  D

•  Em

•  C

•  Am

•  Bm

•  F

•  Em7

For those who prefer a capo, placing it on the 2nd fret and playing the chords as if in the key of G (G, D, Em, C,

Am, Bm, F, Em7) will give the same tonal feel but in a higher register, which can suit a wider range of vocalists.

Chord Shapes and Fingerings

G Major

Place your second finger on the third fret of the sixth string, first finger on the second fret of the fifth string, and

third finger on the third fret of the first string. Strum all six strings.

D Major



First finger on the second fret of the third string, second finger on the second fret of the first string, third finger on

the third fret of the second string. Strum from the fourth string down.

Em (E Minor)

Second finger on the second fret of the fifth string, third finger on the second fret of the fourth string. Strum all six

strings.

C Major

First finger on the first fret of the second string, second finger on the second fret of the fourth string, third finger on

the third fret of the fifth string. Strum all six strings.

Am (A Minor)

First finger on the first fret of the second string, second finger on the second fret of the fourth string, third finger on

the second fret of the third string. Strum from the fifth string down.

Bm (B Minor)

Barre all strings on the second fret with your first finger, place the third finger on the fourth fret of the fourth string,

fourth finger on the fourth fret of the third string, and fifth finger on the fourth fret of the second string. Strum all six

strings.

F Major

Barre all strings on the first fret with your first finger, place the third finger on the third fret of the fifth string, fourth

finger on the third fret of the fourth string, and fifth finger on the second fret of the third string. Strum all six strings.

Em7 (E Minor 7)

First finger on the first fret of the second string, second finger on the second fret of the fifth string, third finger on

the second fret of the fourth string. Strum all six strings.

Full Chord Progression

The chord progression for jesus saves travis cottrell chordsis straightforward but powerful. Below is the full

sequence, broken down by verses, chorus, bridge, and outro. Feel free to adjust the strumming pattern or add

embellishments to suit your style.

Verse 1

1.  G

2.  D

3.  Em

4.  C

5.  G

6.  D

7.  Em

8.  C

Pre �Chorus

1.  Am

2.  Bm

3.  G

4.  D



Chorus

1.  G

2.  D

3.  Em

4.  C

5.  G

6.  D

7.  Em

8.  C

Bridge

1.  F

2.  Em7

3.  G

4.  D

Outro

1.  G

2.  D

3.  Em

4.  C

Each chord change aligns with the song’s lyrical phrasing, ensuring a smooth flow from one section to the next.

When playing live, you can emphasize the emotional peaks by slightly slowing down or adding a palm �mute at the

end of each chord.

Strumming Patterns and Rhythmic Ideas

While the chord progression is simple, the energy of jesus saves travis cottrell chordscomes from how you play

them. Below are a few strumming patterns that work well for this worship anthem:

•  Pattern A (4/4): Down, Down �up, Down �up, Down, Up, Down �up, Down �up. This pattern provides a steady rhythm 

suitable for congregational singing.

•  Pattern B (6/8): Down, Down �up, Down �up, Down, Up, Down �up. The slightly syncopated feel adds a gentle sway.

•  Pattern C (Palm �Mute Variation): Use a light palm �mute on the first beat of each chord, then play the rest of the 

pattern as normal. This adds a subtle percussive element that keeps the groove tight.

Experiment with these patterns to find the one that feels most natural to you. If you’re playing with a band,

coordinate with the drummer or bassist to lock in the groove.

Transposing the Song

Not everyone sings comfortably in the key of G. If you need to transpose jesus saves travis cottrell chordsto a

different key, here are the transposition guidelines:

•  To move up a half step (G#): replace G with G#, D with D#, Em with Fm, C with C#, Am with A#, Bm with Cm, 

F with G&m, and Em7 with Fm7.

•  To move down a whole step (F): replace G with F, D with C, Em with Dm, C with Bb, Am with Gm, Bm with 

Am, F with Eb, and Em7 with Dm7.

Using a capo can also help you play in a higher key while keeping the original chord shapes. For instance, placing



a capo on the 3rd fret while playing the G �key chords will give you a key of Bb.

Tips for Playing with Emotion

Worship music is as much about feeling as it is about technique. Here are some practical tips to help you convey

the song’s message authentically:

•  Vocal Connection: Before you start playing, take a moment to reflect on the lyrics. Visualize the story of 

redemption and let that emotion guide your strumming.

•  Dynamic Variation: Use softer strums during verses and build up to louder, more emphatic chords in the 

chorus. This contrast creates a musical narrative.

•  Fingerpicking: If you’re comfortable with fingerstyle, try incorporating a simple arpeggio pattern during the 

bridge to add a gentle, reflective tone.

•  Use a Metronome: Keep a steady tempo by practicing with a metronome. This ensures the entire worship 

team stays synchronized.

•  Practice with the Recording: Play along with the original track to get a feel for the timing, dynamics, and vocal 

phrasing. This will also help you match the song’s energy.

Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them

Even seasoned players can fall into common pitfalls when learning new songs. Below are a few mistakes to watch

out for and how to correct them.

1. Skipping Chord Transitions

When you’re nervous, it’s tempting to rush through chord changes. Practice each transition slowly, ensuring your

fingers land cleanly on each string. Once you’re comfortable, gradually increase the tempo.

2. Over �Strumming the Bass Notes

Worship songs often rely on a clean bass line. Avoid hitting the bass strings with excessive force; instead, focus on

a balanced tone that supports the chord without overpowering the vocals.

3. Ignoring Dynamics

Playing every section at the same volume can make the song feel flat. Pay attention to the lyrical emphasis and

adjust your strumming intensity accordingly.

4. Forgetting to Check the Capo Position

When using a capo, double �check that it’s firmly in place before each performance. A loose capo can cause the

song to sound off key.

Resources for Further Learning

If you want to deepen your understanding of jesus saves travis cottrell chordsor expand your worship

repertoire, consider the following resources:

•  Official Sheet Music: Purchase the official transcriptions from reputable music publishers to ensure accurate 

chord placements and lyric alignment.

•  Video Tutorials: YouTube channels such as Worship Guitarist and Christian Guitar Lessons often feature 

step �by �step walkthroughs.

•  Worship Apps: Apps like SongSelect or Worship Together provide chord charts and practice tools.

•  Community Forums: Join online groups on Reddit or Facebook where musicians share tips and arrange 



different versions of the song.

•  Live Performances: Attend worship concerts or webinars where you can observe how other musicians 

interpret the song.

Practice Routine for Mastery

Consistency is key to mastering any song. Here’s a structured practice routine you can follow over the next week:

1.  Day 1 – Familiarization: Listen to the track several times, sing along, and note the chord changes.

2.  Day 2 – Chord Breakdown: Practice each chord in isolation, ensuring clean finger placement.

3.  Day 3 – Transition Drills: Focus on moving between chords smoothly; use a metronome set to 60 BPM.
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