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Understanding the Medicare Paper Application Form: A Complete Guide

For many Americans, enrolling in Medicare is a pivotal step toward securing health coverage in their golden years. 

While the digital age has ushered in online portals and mobile apps, the Medicare paper application form

remains a vital tool for those who prefer or require a traditional, paper-based process. Whether you’re a newly

eligible beneficiary, a family member helping a loved one, or simply researching your options, this guide will walk

you through every aspect of the Medicare paper application form—from eligibility requirements and how to locate

the form, to filling it out accurately and submitting it on time.

Why the Medicare Paper Application Form Still Matters

Despite the convenience of online enrollment, many people still rely on the paper form for several reasons:

•  Accessibility: Not everyone has reliable internet access or feels comfortable navigating digital platforms.

•  Assistance Needs: Some beneficiaries need help from family, friends, or healthcare professionals to complete 

the form.

•  Verification: Paper forms provide a tangible record that can be easily referenced or corrected if needed.

•  Legal Requirements: Certain Medicare plans or supplemental policies may require a signed paper application.

Understanding how to use the paper application effectively ensures that you don’t miss critical deadlines or

eligibility windows.

Who Needs to Complete a Medicare Paper Application Form?

The Medicare paper application form is designed for individuals who:

1.  Are turning 65 within the next 90 days.

2.  Have a qualifying disability and have received Social Security benefits for at least 24 months.

3.  Are U.S. citizens or legal residents who have lived in the United States for at least five continuous years.

4.  Are eligible for Medicare through a specific program, such as the Veterans Health Administration or the 

Department of Defense.

If you meet any of these criteria, you’ll want to start the enrollment process as soon as possible to avoid losing

coverage or incurring penalties.

Where to Find the Official Medicare Paper Application Form

Obtaining the correct form is the first step. The official Medicare paper application formcan be acquired from

several reliable sources:

•  Social Security Administration (SSA) Offices: Visit your local SSA office and request a copy of the form 

(CMS-855A).

•  Medicare.gov: Download the PDF version from the official website. Look for the “Enroll in Medicare” section 

and select “Paper application.”

•  Local Health Departments: Many county health departments provide free copies of the form.



•  Public Libraries: Some libraries offer Medicare enrollment assistance and can provide the form.

Always verify that you have the most recent version of the form to avoid processing delays.

Breaking Down the Medicare Paper Application Form

The standard Medicare paper application, CMS-855A, is organized into several key sections. Understanding each

part will help you avoid common mistakes.

Section 1: Personal Information

Provide your full name, date of birth, Social Security number, and contact details. Double-check that your Social

Security number matches the one on your SSN card; mismatches can trigger rejections.

Section 2: Medicare Part A and Part B Eligibility

Here you confirm whether you’re enrolling for Part A (hospital insurance) and Part B (medical insurance). You’ll also

indicate if you’re already receiving Medicare benefits or if you’re applying for the first time.

Section 3: Supplemental Coverage Choices

Choose whether you want to enroll in a Medicare Advantage Plan (Part C) or a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan

(Part D). If you’re opting for a supplemental plan, you’ll need additional information about your current coverage.

Section 4: Signature and Declaration

Sign and date the form to certify the accuracy of the information provided. A signed form is required for processing.

Section 5: Supporting Documents Checklist

List the documents you’re submitting with the application, such as a copy of your Social Security card, proof of U.S.

citizenship or legal residency, and any other required paperwork.

Step-by-Step Guide to Completing the Medicare Paper Application Form

Follow these detailed steps to ensure your application is accurate and complete:

1.  Gather Your Documents: Before you start, collect your Social Security card, birth certificate or passport (for 

citizenship verification), and any existing Medicare documents.

2.  Download or Request the Form: Obtain the latest CMS-855A form from SSA, Medicare.gov, or another 

official source.

3.  Read the Instructions: The form includes a brief instruction sheet. Read it carefully to avoid common pitfalls.

4.  Fill Out Section 1: Write your name, date of birth, and Social Security number exactly as they appear on your 

official documents.

5.  Complete Section 2: Indicate whether you’re enrolling for Part A, Part B, or both. If you’re already receiving 

benefits, check the appropriate box.

6.  Answer Section 3: Decide if you want Medicare Advantage or Prescription Drug coverage. If you’re not sure, 

you can leave this section blank and contact a Medicare counselor later.

7.  List Supporting Documents: In the checklist, tick each document you’re attaching. This helps the SSA verify 

your eligibility quickly.

8.  Sign and Date: In the signature area, sign your name and write the current date. The signature certifies that 

the information is correct.

9.  Double-Check Your Work: Review each section for typos, missing information, or incorrect dates.

10.  Submit the Form: Mail the completed application to the address listed on the form or hand it to your local 

SSA office.



11.  Keep Copies: Make photocopies of the completed form and supporting documents for your records.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even small errors can delay your Medicare enrollment. Here’s a quick cheat sheet of frequent mistakes:

•  Wrong Social Security Number: Double-check that your SSN matches the card. A mismatch can halt 

processing.

•  Missing Signature: A signed form is mandatory. Without it, the SSA will reject your application.

•  Incomplete Sections: Leaving sections blank may cause the SSA to request additional information.

•  Incorrect Dates: Ensure your birthdate and enrollment dates are accurate. A misdated form can lead to 

coverage gaps.

•  Using an Outdated Form: Medicare updates its forms annually. Using an old version can result in processing 

delays.

What Happens After You Submit Your Paper Application?

Once the SSA receives your application, the processing steps are as follows:

1.  Verification: The SSA cross-references your Social Security number and other data with the Social Security 

Administration’s records.

2.  Eligibility Check: The system confirms that you meet all eligibility criteria for Medicare Part A and Part B.

3.  Approval or Denial: You’ll receive a notification via mail indicating whether your application was approved or if 

additional information is needed.

4.  Coverage Activation: If approved, Medicare will activate your coverage on the date specified in your 

application.

Processing time typically ranges from 30 to 60 days. If you need coverage sooner, consider applying online or via

phone to expedite the process.

How to Follow Up on Your Paper Application

If you haven’t received a response within 60 days, take the following steps:

•  Call the SSA: Dial 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) and reference your application number.

•  Visit Your Local SSA Office: Bring a copy of your application and any receipts for mailing.

•  Check Your Mail: Look for a notice from Medicare regarding your application status.

•  Update Your Information: If you’ve moved or changed your phone number, inform the SSA to avoid 

communication delays.

Tips for a Smooth Paper Application Experience

Follow these expert tips to streamline the process:

•  Use a Pen with Blue or Black Ink: This ensures legibility and reduces the chance of errors.

•  Write Legibly: The SSA staff may need to transcribe your information; unclear handwriting can lead to 

mistakes.

•  Keep a Copy of the Completed Form: This helps you track what you’ve submitted and serves as proof if 

there’s a dispute.

•  Ask for Assistance: If you’re unsure about any section, ask a Medicare counselor or a trusted healthcare 

professional for help.

•  Submit Early: Don’t wait until the last minute. Submitting early reduces the risk of missing critical enrollment 



periods.

Alternative Enrollment Options: When to Choose Online or Phone

While the paper form is reliable, it’s not the only way to enroll. Here’s when you might consider alternative methods:

Online Enrollment

Benefits:

•  Immediate confirmation of eligibility.

•  Faster processing—often within a few days.

•  Convenient from home or mobile devices.

Phone Enrollment

Benefits:

•  Personalized assistance from a Medicare representative.

•  Immediate guidance on plan options.

•  No need to print or mail documents.

Choosing the right method depends on your comfort level, access to technology, and urgency of coverage.

Frequently Asked Questions About Medicare Paper Application

Q: Can I use the paper application if I already have a Medicare card?

A: If you’re updating your information or switching plans, you can submit a paper application. However, for many

updates, the SSA recommends online or phone methods.

Q: What if I lose my paper application after submitting?

A: Keep a photocopy for your records. If you lose the original, the SSA may require a new submission, so it’s best to

retain a copy.

Q: Are there any fees to submit the paper application?

A: No, submitting the Medicare paper application is free. However, if you’re applying for supplemental plans, there

may be enrollment fees.

Q: How long does it take to get my Medicare card after submitting the paper application?

A: Typically, it takes 30 to 60 days. If you need coverage sooner, consider online or phone enrollment.

Q: Can I apply for Medicare if I’m not a U.S. citizen?

A: Yes, as long as you meet the residency and legal status requirements. You’ll need to provide proof of legal

residency.

Conclusion: Your Path to Secure Health Coverage

Enrolling in Medicare through the paper application form is a straightforward yet critical process that ensures you

receive the coverage you need as you age. By gathering the necessary documents, carefully completing each

section, and submitting the form on time, you can avoid common pitfalls and secure your health benefits.

Remember, while digital options are convenient, the paper form remains a reliable, accessible method for many

beneficiaries. With the right preparation and attention to detail, you’ll be well on your way to enjoying the peace of

mind that Medicare provides.
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