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Introduction

When you think of a quintessential London experience, the image of a leisurely afternoon spent sipping tea in a 

lavish setting often comes to mind. Among the many venues that promise this indulgence, the Ritz Hotel in London 

stands out as a symbol of timeless elegance and impeccable service. The phrase ritz hotel london afternoon tea

evokes more than just a meal; it conjures a cultural ritual steeped in history, luxury, and British tradition. In this

guide, we’ll explore why the Ritz remains a must �visit destination for tea lovers, what makes its afternoon tea

experience unique, and practical tips to help you plan your visit.

The Legacy of The Ritz

From Royal Beginnings to Modern Splendor

Opened in 1906, The Ritz Hotel was conceived by the visionary entrepreneur César Ritz, who had already earned

a reputation for redefining hospitality with his iconic hotel in Geneva. The London branch was designed to be a

mirror of royal grandeur, with opulent décor, crystal chandeliers, and an atmosphere that exudes understated

sophistication. Over the decades, the hotel has hosted royalty, political leaders, and celebrities, cementing its status

as a cornerstone of London’s social scene.

Why the Ritz is a Cultural Landmark

Beyond its architectural beauty, the Ritz is celebrated for preserving and celebrating British customs. The afternoon

tea tradition, which emerged in the early 19th century, found its perfect home here. The hotel’s commitment to

maintaining the integrity of this ritual—complete with meticulously prepared pastries, delicate sandwiches, and a

curated selection of teas—makes it a living museum of hospitality.

The Essence of Afternoon Tea at the Ritz

A Journey Through Time �Honed Recipes

The Ritz’s afternoon tea menu is a blend of classic and contemporary. Guests are welcomed with a selection of

freshly baked scones, clotted cream, and strawberry jam, accompanied by an array of finger sandwiches featuring

smoked salmon, cucumber, and egg mayonnaise. The pastries, from Victoria sponge to macarons, are crafted by

the hotel’s renowned pastry chefs, ensuring each bite is a testament to culinary precision.

Tea Selection: A World of Flavors

The Ritz offers an extensive tea list that caters to both traditionalists and adventurous palates. From Earl Grey and

Darjeeling to herbal blends like chamomile and mint, each tea is brewed to perfection. The hotel’s tea sommelier is

on hand to guide guests through the nuances of each blend, enhancing the tasting experience.

The Setting: Elegance in Every Detail

The Ritz’s afternoon tea is served in the magnificent Palm Court, a space that epitomizes grandeur. With its vaulted

ceilings, gold �trimmed mirrors, and floor �to �ceiling windows, the Palm Court provides a backdrop that feels both regal

and intimate. The live piano accompaniment and soft, classical music create an ambience that transports guests to

a bygone era of refined leisure.



How to Make the Most of Your Visit

Booking Your Spot: Timing and Reservations

1.  Plan Ahead: The Ritz requires reservations at least 48 hours in advance. Book online or call the concierge to 

secure your preferred date and time.

2.  Choose the Right Time: While the standard afternoon tea runs from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM, the hotel also 

offers a “Late Afternoon Tea” at 4:30 PM for those who prefer a more relaxed schedule.

3.  Special Requests: If you have dietary restrictions or wish to personalize your tea selection, inform the staff 

during booking. The Ritz prides itself on accommodating guests’ needs without compromising quality.

Dress Code: Classic Elegance

The Ritz maintains a refined dress code to preserve the hotel’s upscale atmosphere. Men should wear a blazer or

sports coat, while women are encouraged to opt for cocktail dresses or smart separates. Comfortable footwear is

recommended, as guests often stroll between the Palm Court and the hotel’s other dining rooms.

What to Expect: Service and Etiquette

•  Welcome Reception: Upon arrival, a staff member greets you with a warm welcome and a complimentary 

glass of sparkling water.

•  Tea Service: The tea service begins with a selection of teas presented in a crystal teapot, followed by the 

arrival of the freshly baked pastries and finger sandwiches.

•  Etiquette: While the Ritz is welcoming to all, a gentle nod to traditional tea etiquette—such as keeping elbows 

off the table and sipping tea in a single sip—enhances the overall experience.

Comparing The Ritz to Other London Afternoon Tea Destinations

Why The Ritz Stands Out

While London boasts a plethora of afternoon tea venues—from the historic Savoy to the chic The Goring—The Ritz

distinguishes itself through its impeccable blend of heritage, service, and culinary excellence. Its Palm Court’s

iconic décor, combined with a menu that honors tradition while embracing innovation, offers an experience that is

both nostalgic and fresh.

Other Notable Venues

•  Claridge’s: Known for its Art Deco glamour and a tea menu featuring delicate pastries.

•  Fortnum &amp; Mason: Offers a quintessentially British afternoon tea with a focus on high �quality ingredients.

•  Shangri �La: Combines luxury with a modern twist, offering a fusion of Asian and British tea traditions.

Accessibility and Inclusivity

Facilities for All Guests

The Ritz has taken steps to ensure that all guests can enjoy the afternoon tea experience comfortably. The Palm

Court is wheelchair accessible, and the hotel provides assistance for guests with mobility challenges. For guests

with dietary restrictions, the kitchen can prepare vegan, gluten �free, and nut �free options upon request.

Family Friendly Options

While the Ritz is often associated with a more mature clientele, families can also enjoy a modified afternoon tea.

The hotel offers a “Family Tea” package that includes smaller portions, child �friendly pastries, and a relaxed service

style. This ensures that guests of all ages can partake in the tradition.



Practical Tips for a Seamless Experience

Arriving Early

To avoid potential delays and ensure you’re seated promptly, arrive at least 15 minutes before your scheduled time.

This also allows you to take in the Palm Court’s ambience before the tea service begins.

Photography Etiquette

The Ritz encourages guests to capture memories, but please keep cameras and phones at a respectful distance to

maintain the serene atmosphere. Avoid flash photography during live music performances.

Payment Options

The Ritz accepts various payment methods, including credit cards, debit cards, and contactless payments. For

those who prefer a more traditional approach, cash is also accepted. It’s advisable to have a small amount of cash

on hand for any incidental charges.

Beyond the Tea: Additional Experiences at The Ritz

Dining and Events

After the afternoon tea, guests can explore the hotel’s other culinary offerings. From the elegant Ritz Restaurant,

serving contemporary British cuisine, to the relaxed Café Ritz, which offers a more casual menu, there is

something for every palate.

Spa and Wellness

The Ritz Spa, located in the heart of the hotel, offers a range of treatments inspired by the hotel’s heritage. A

post �tea massage or a rejuvenating facial can be the perfect complement to the indulgent experience.

Shopping and Boutique Services

For those interested in souvenirs, the Ritz’s boutique offers a curated selection of luxury goods, including tea

blends, porcelain sets, and bespoke accessories that echo the hotel’s aesthetic.

Conclusion

Experiencing an afternoon tea at the Ritz Hotel in London is more than a meal; it’s a journey into the heart of British

culture, wrapped in an atmosphere of timeless elegance. From the meticulously prepared pastries to the carefully

curated tea selection and the grandeur of the Palm Court, every element is crafted to provide an unforgettable

moment. Whether you’re a seasoned tea connoisseur or simply seeking a taste of London’s heritage, the Ritz offers

an afternoon tea experience that stands unrivaled. Book your reservation, dress in your finest, and immerse

yourself in a tradition that has delighted guests for over a century.
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