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In the evolving landscape of contemporary fiction, few works challenge the reader’s imagination as boldly as 

Nathan Levy’s Stories With Holes. The collection, released in 2022, has sparked conversations across literary

circles, academic forums, and book clubs alike. Its title, evocative and paradoxical, hints at a narrative technique

that leaves intentional gaps—holes—within the text. These absences invite readers to become active participants,

filling in missing details, questioning motives, and reconstructing meaning. This article explores the author’s

background, the structural genius of the collection, its thematic depth, and the broader implications of narrative

holes for modern storytelling.

Who Is Nathan Levy?

Nathan Levy emerged from the vibrant literary scene of Austin, Texas, where he earned a B.A. in Comparative 

Literature from the University of Texas at Austin. His early work—short stories published in The New Yorker  and 

Electric Literature—displayed a penchant for blending humor with profound existential questions. Levy’s debut 

novel, Echoes of Tomorrow, received critical acclaim for its nonlinear structure and lyrical prose. Yet, it was his 

2022 collection Stories With Holesthat cemented his reputation as an innovator willing to push the boundaries of

conventional narrative forms.

Levy’s influences range from the surrealist experiments of Jorge Luis Borges to the minimalist precision of

Raymond Carver. He often cites the idea that “stories are not just about what is written but also about what is

omitted” as a guiding principle in his craft. This philosophy manifests in the deliberate gaps that characterize each

tale in the collection.

What Are Stories With Holes?

At first glance, the concept of “stories with holes” may seem paradoxical: how can a narrative be compelling if it is

incomplete? Levy’s answer lies in the interplay between presence and absence. By leaving out key pieces of

information—character backstories, plot details, or even entire scenes—he forces readers to engage more deeply,

to read between the lines, and to become co-authors in the storytelling process.

Structure and Format

Each story in the collection follows a distinct structural blueprint. Levy often employs a “frame” narrative—a narrator

who introduces the story—followed by a series of vignettes that gradually build the world. The holes appear at

strategic points: a missing chapter, an unexplained event, or a character’s abrupt disappearance. This format

mirrors the way real life is fragmented, full of unanswered questions and unspoken truths.

Key Themes and Motifs

•  Memory and Forgetting – The holes often symbolize the fragility of memory, suggesting that what we 

remember is just a fragment of the whole.

•  Identity and Self �Discovery – Characters grapple with incomplete histories, prompting readers to question the 

nature of identity.

•  The Power of Imagination – The gaps invite imaginative reconstruction, turning reading into an interactive 

experience.



Analysis of Selected Stories

Below are three representative tales from the collection, each illustrating Levy’s mastery of narrative holes.

“The Missing Page”

Set in a small coastal town, “The Missing Page” follows Mara, a librarian who discovers a handwritten letter that

abruptly ends mid-sentence. The narrative is punctuated by Mara’s attempts to locate the missing portion, leading

readers through a labyrinth of town gossip, old photographs, and whispered rumors. The hole—an entire page of

the letter—serves as a catalyst for community introspection, revealing how collective memory can be both fragile

and resilient.

“Echoes of the Past”

In this tale, a young woman named Leo inherits an antique radio that transmits a series of cryptic broadcasts. The

story’s central hole is the absence of the radio’s original owner’s identity. Leo’s investigation into the broadcasts

forces readers to piece together the owner’s story from fragmented clues, thereby engaging in a detective-like

reconstruction of narrative.

“The Unfinished Symphony”

Set within a music conservatory, this story follows conductor Ariadne as she attempts to revive an abandoned

composition. The unfinished score—missing the final movement—acts as the primary hole. Readers are invited to

imagine the missing music, considering how the absence shapes the interpretation of the entire piece. The

narrative explores the tension between artistic intention and audience expectation.

Why Narrative Holes Matter

Levy’s technique resonates beyond mere literary novelty; it challenges readers to become active participants. By

confronting the unknown, readers develop critical thinking, empathy, and a deeper appreciation for the fluidity of

storytelling.

The Reader’s Role

When faced with narrative gaps, readers are compelled to fill in the blanks, using context clues, personal

experiences, or imaginative leaps. This interactive process fosters a sense of ownership and personal connection

to the story.

Comparative Works

Levy’s approach echoes works such as House of Leaves by Mark Z. Danielewski and Cloud Atlasby David

Mitchell, where fragmented structures create immersive experiences. However, Levy distinguishes himself by

integrating holes as intentional storytelling devices rather than experimental gimmicks.

Impact on Contemporary Literature

Stories With Holes has influenced a new wave of writers experimenting with incomplete narratives. Literary journals

now feature more “holey” submissions, and educators incorporate the collection into curricula that emphasize

reader agency.

Influence on Writers

•  Jasmine Patel – In her debut novel, she uses missing chapters to explore trauma.

•  Marcus Liu – Employs narrative gaps in his short stories to comment on diaspora experiences.



Adaptations and Media

While the collection remains largely text-based, a podcast series titled The Gapsadapted several stories, using

sound design to emphasize the missing sections. Early reviews praise the series for maintaining the tension

inherent in Levy’s original format.

How to Read and Appreciate Stories With Holes

Approaching the collection with an open mind enhances the experience. Below are practical strategies for readers.

Reading Strategies

1.  Take Notes on Missing Elements – Jot down what’s absent and hypothesize why.

2.  Discuss with Others – Join book clubs or online forums to compare interpretations.

3.  Revisit After Completion – Return to earlier holes with the context of later revelations.

Discussion Questions

•  What narrative function does the hole serve in each story?

•  How does the absence affect your emotional engagement?

•  Can you identify real-life parallels to the holes presented?

Conclusion

Nathan Levy’s Stories With Holesexemplifies how intentional incompleteness can transform reading from passive

consumption to active collaboration. By inviting readers to fill in the gaps, Levy not only deepens thematic

resonance but also redefines the boundaries of storytelling. Whether you are a seasoned literary critic or a casual

reader, the collection offers a fresh perspective on narrative, memory, and imagination. Embrace the holes, and you

may discover that the most compelling stories are those that leave room for your own interpretation.
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