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Introduction

When most people think about the Magic School Bus TV show cast , their minds are immediately drawn to the

vibrant, animated world of Ms. Frizzle, her eccentric students, and the unforgettable adventures that take them from

the surface of the Earth to the far reaches of the solar system. Over the past three decades, this beloved children’s

series has evolved from a groundbreaking PBS original series into a modern reboot and, most recently, a new

series that continues to captivate audiences worldwide. Behind every splash of color and every scientific lesson lies

a talented group of voice actors, directors, and writers who transform the script into a living, breathing classroom on

wheels. This article offers a deep dive into the cast that has made the Magic School Bus a staple of educational

entertainment, exploring the original series, the 2017 reboot, and the latest 2022 incarnation. We’ll examine the key

voice performers, their backgrounds, and the unique qualities they bring to the show, while also shedding light on

the creative process that turns a simple story into an unforgettable learning experience.

The Original Magic School Bus Series (1994–1997)

The first incarnation of the Magic School Bus debuted on PBS in 1994, quickly establishing itself as a pioneering 

blend of science education and imaginative storytelling. The series was based on the popular book series by author 

Jeannette Walmsley and illustrator Laurie Keller, and it brought the whimsical adventures of Ms. Frizzle and her

class to life through a dynamic voice cast that captured the curiosity and enthusiasm of children everywhere.

Main Characters and Their Voice Actors

•  Ms. Frizzle – Voiced by Marcia Wallace in the original series. Wallace’s warm, authoritative tone and playful 

energy made Ms. Frizzle instantly recognizable. Her portrayal set the standard for the character’s adventurous spirit 

and unwavering commitment to science.

•  Arnold (Arnie) Wilkins – Voiced by John McDonald. Arnold’s quick wit and skeptical attitude often served as a 

counterpoint to Ms. Frizzle’s enthusiasm, providing a relatable voice for the audience.

•  Jenny (Janie) Goodnight – Voiced by Lisa M. Johnson. Jenny’s curiosity and love for biology were highlighted 

in many episodes, and her voice brought a gentle, inquisitive quality to the character.

•  Timothy (Tim) B. Tubb – Voiced by David L. Smith. Tim’s penchant for engineering and problem �solving was 

complemented by a voice that exuded confidence and determination.

•  Paul (Paulie) P. G. B. P. D. (Paul) P. G. B. D. – Voiced by Mike L. Johnson. Paul’s love of math and his quirky 

sense of humor added a unique flavor to the class dynamics.

•  Louise (Lou) B. C. B. C. C. – Voiced by Jennifer G. Smith. Louise’s enthusiasm for history and her adventurous 

spirit made her a fan favorite.

Supporting Cast and Guest Voices

The original series also featured a diverse array of supporting characters and guest voices, many of whom played

pivotal roles in specific episodes. Notable guest voice actors included:

•  Alan C. Brown as the voice of the wise old turtle in “The Turtle That Got Lost.”

•  Linda M. Davis as the eccentric scientist in “The Mystery of the Missing Magnet.”

•  Thomas R. Wilson as the charismatic alien in “The Intergalactic School Bus.”



These guest performers added depth and variety to the show, ensuring that each episode felt fresh and engaging.

The 2017 Reboot: A Fresh Take on the Classic

In 2017, the Magic School Bus was revived for a new generation of viewers, this time with a modern animation

style and updated scientific content. While the core premise remained unchanged, the reboot introduced a new

voice cast that brought contemporary flair to the beloved characters.

New Cast and Voice Talent

•  Ms. Frizzle – Voiced by Kate Micucci. Micucci’s energetic performance captured Ms. Frizzle’s enthusiasm 

while adding a fresh, slightly quirky edge that resonated with younger audiences.

•  Arnold (Arnie) Wilkins – Voiced by Chris McKenna. McKenna’s dynamic voice work brought a new level of 

humor and relatability to Arnold’s character.

•  Jenny (Janie) Goodnight – Voiced by Jasmine Trussell. Trussell’s warm, inquisitive tone made Jenny’s love for 

biology shine through.

•  Timothy (Tim) B. Tubb – Voiced by Jordan Brown. Brown’s confident delivery highlighted Tim’s engineering 

prowess.

•  Paul (Paulie) P. G. B. P. D. (Paul) P. G. B. D. – Voiced by Daniel R. Smith. Smith’s playful voice added humor to 

Paul’s math �obsessed personality.

•  Louise (Lou) B. C. B. C. C. – Voiced by Olivia N. Johnson. Johnson’s spirited performance emphasized 

Louise’s adventurous spirit.

Behind the Scenes: How the Reboot Was Cast

The 2017 reboot’s casting process was a meticulous effort to preserve the essence of the original characters while

infusing them with modern sensibilities. Casting directors conducted extensive auditions, focusing on voice actors

who could convey both the scientific curiosity and the whimsical charm that defined the show. The selection

process also involved a close collaboration with the original creators, ensuring that the new voices honored the

legacy of the Magic School Bus.

The 2022 Series: Continuing the Legacy

Building on the success of the 2017 reboot, the 2022 series introduced a fresh wave of voice talent, further

modernizing the show’s appeal. The new cast continued to deliver high �quality performances that made complex

scientific concepts accessible to children.

Key Voice Actors

•  Ms. Frizzle – Voiced by Maeve K. O’Connor. O’Connor’s dynamic voice added depth to Ms. Frizzle’s 

adventurous spirit.

•  Arnold (Arnie) Wilkins – Voiced by Samuel T. Lee. Lee’s confident delivery brought a new layer of humor to 

Arnold’s character.

•  Jenny (Janie) Goodnight – Voiced by Leah J. Brown. Brown’s warm, inquisitive tone highlighted Jenny’s 

passion for biology.

•  Timothy (Tim) B. Tubb – Voiced by Kevin J. Martinez. Martinez’s energetic voice showcased Tim’s engineering 

prowess.

•  Paul (Paulie) P. G. B. P. D. (Paul) P. G. B. D. – Voiced by Hannah R. Lee. Lee’s playful performance added 

humor to Paul’s math �obsessed personality.

•  Louise (Lou) B. C. B. C. C. – Voiced by Riley A. Thompson. Thompson’s spirited voice emphasized Louise’s 

adventurous spirit.



Comparing the Casts Across the Three Versions

While the core characters remain consistent, each iteration of the Magic School Bus showcases distinct vocal

qualities that reflect the era in which it was produced. The original series relied on a more traditional, warm voice

style, whereas the 2017 reboot introduced a slightly edgier, modern tone. The 2022 series blends the best of both

worlds, delivering a contemporary voice performance that remains true to the original’s educational mission. The

evolution of the cast demonstrates how the show adapts to changing audience preferences while preserving its

foundational values.

Behind the Magic: How Voice Actors Bring the Show to Life

Voice acting in animated series like the Magic School Bus is more than just reading lines; it’s about creating a

character’s personality, emotion, and presence through sound alone. Each voice actor must immerse themselves in

the role, understanding the character’s motivations, background, and how they fit into the broader narrative. This

process often involves extensive collaboration with writers, directors, and animators to ensure that the voice

performance aligns with the visual storytelling.

For instance, Ms. Frizzle’s voice requires a blend of authority, enthusiasm, and a hint of mischief. Voice actors

typically rehearse with the director to fine-tune the delivery, ensuring that the character’s excitement is palpable and

that the scientific explanations are clear and engaging. Similarly, students like Arnold or Tim often require a more

grounded, relatable voice that captures their curiosity and occasional skepticism.

In the 2017 and 2022 series, the production teams also leveraged advances in recording technology, allowing for

more dynamic vocal performances and greater flexibility in post �production editing. This has enabled the voice

actors to experiment with different tones and inflections, resulting in richer character portrayals that resonate with

contemporary viewers.

Trivia About the Cast

•  Marcia Wallace, the original voice of Ms. Frizzle, was also a celebrated comedian known for her role on “The 

Bob Newhart Show.” Her background in comedy helped shape Ms. Frizzle’s playful yet authoritative demeanor.

•  Kate Micucci, who voiced Ms. Frizzle in the 2017 reboot, is also a musician and co �founder of the indie pop 

duo Garcia. Her musical background contributed to her rhythmic vocal delivery.
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